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JUBILEE FOR THE EARTH
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We are invited to remember above all that
creation’s ultimate destiny is to enter into God'’s
eternal Sabbath. This journey, however, takes
place in time, spanning the seven-day rhythm of
the week, the cycle of seven years, and the great
Jubilee Year that comes at the end of the seven
Sabbath years.

A Jubilee is indeed a time of grace to remember creation’s original vocation to
exist and flourish as a community of love. We exist only in relationships: with
God the Creator, with our brothers and sisters as members of a common
family, and with all of God’s creatures within our common home. “Everything
is related, and we human beings are united as brothers and sisters on a
wonderful pilgrimage, woven together by the love God has for each of his
creatures and which also unites us in fond affection with brother sun, sister
moon, brother river and mother earth” (LS, 92)

A Jubilee, then, is a time of remembrance, in which we cherish the memory of
our inter-relational existence. We need constantly to remember that
“everything is interconnected, and that genuine care for our own lives and our
relationships with nature is inseparable from fraternity, justice and faithfulness
to others” (LS, 70).
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