XLVIII SUMMARY

Between the years 1818-1820, Fr. Coindre wrote
rules, touching on certain general points. As a
foundation of the spirituality ol the Congregation he
laid down the rule of St. Augustine and the
Constitutions of the Society of Jesus..

When he died in the year 18 16t he was On the point
of writing, with the collaboration ol the Servant of ( iod,
the rules which would be definitive for the Inline.

Mother St. Ignatius alone pul the final touches to
these, carefully keeping unchanged thl ipiril with which
he had imbued them from the very beginning. When
Mgr. de Pins assigned Fr. Pousse! to help lie | perfect the
external form of the rules, the Servanl "1 ¢ "I found in
this Father more of an obstacle than a help

She died without being able to &< the rules
approved, having endured painful opposition In | he last
year of her life.

When, a few months after the death "l i he Set vanl
of God, they were presented for definitive approbation,
these rules, as far as their substance is con...... I, were
the same as those Fr. Coindre and the Servanl "I < iod
had written, but some changes and suppressions had
been introduced into them which we cannot now
discern. The intervention of Fr. Pousset seems k> have
been negative. But about this Father we must give slome
information.

10. Francis Xavier Pousset.

Towards the end of the year 1835, after the
departure of the chaplainJ. Rey, who was succeeded lor
a time by Rev. N. Desgarets, the Servant of( rod thought
it oportune to ask Rev. Mgr. de Pins to name in new
chaplain who at the same time could help her in Ihe
definitive composition of the rules to be submitted lo
the Roman curia. Francis Xavier Pousset, who had
recently been dismissed from the Society of Jesus and
frustrated in his plan to remain in the diocese of Paris,
and who had earnestly asked Mgr. de Pins foi an
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appointment in the diocese of Lyon, was appointed for
this work.

From the beginning the difference of opinion
between the new chaplain and the foundress was
evident. He felt that he was the superior with all a
superior's rights, and he look upon himself to change
everything according lo Ins own taste. She made every
effort to keep the spirit and formation which the
Congregation had from | he beginning.

"She had no respite™ — says Sr. St. Bernard —
"after the installation of Fr. Pousset; and she never let
the community perceive her sufferings and worries. But
for myself, who was in charge of the chaplain's quarters,
| wouldhave had k> be deaf and blindnotto understand
that all wasn't going well. Fr. Pousset is trying to be our
Superior, | said to myself; but it seems to me that our
Mother is enough for us." "Fr. Pousset is for us what
Napoleon | was foi | i.nice," said the witty Mother St.
Bruno. "He did a lol of good and a lot of harm!"

The conduct of I Pousset towards the Servant of
God, and after her death towards Mother St. Andrew,
cannot be explained in a person who has the normal use
of his faculties. Spei ialistS who have studied his case
think that he was suffering from some mental
disturbance.

I1. VIRTUES OF THE SERVANT.OF GOD
1. Ofthe virtues oj the Servant of God in general.

Throughout her whole life Mother St. Ignatius
practised all the virtues. An eyewitness, Mother St.
Pothin, when she w.r. the Superioress General, wrote
this about her. "Lei us recall the heroic virtues of our
Mother Foundress, above all her great humility, her
sublime love for (iod and souls. . . . She has left us a
living memory ol all the religious virtues."”

In one of | he earliest biographies it is said, referring
to the first years that followed the revolution: "and so,
as soon as order and religious freedom were re-
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established in France, she was seen devoting herself
completely to piety and works of zeal. To do good,
above dl to the poor, seemed to be her great need. The
impulse of grace made itsdf fdt very strongly in Mile
Thevenet, and she desired to respond wholeheartedly."

The same biographer adds: Fr. Coindre "secretly
admired this energy of character, this greatness of soul,
this perfect tact, this sound judgement, this strength of
will, this lively faith, this generosity which did not count
the cost, in aword, this ensemble of giftsthat it normally
pleases God to shower on those He destines to found a
great religious family."

Notwithstanding al this, at first sight the Servant of
God does not seem to have done anything extraordinary.
Her spiritual life is distinguished by its simplicity,
so that her virtues seem to be accessible to everyone.

In her Essai sur VHistoire de la Congregation
Mother St. Dosithee wrote: "Mile Thevenet was very
pious and full of zea for the salvation of souls. Above
al she loved the poor . .. The Lord hastened to call her
to Himself in order to reward her for the sufferings that
she endured in His service and for her outstanding
virtues. . . . Our Mother Foundressfor her part, presents
herself to us as an example of what a soul can do for God
when He calls her to consecrate herself to His Service in
this world, and when she has faithfully begun by
establishing in her soul the foundation of the work
assigned to her. During the brief years of her religious
life, she was a model of regularity, of fidelity to the
obligations to which she had committed herself by her
vows and the Rules."

Charity, in its twofold expression, towards God
and the neighbour, inspired al the actions of the
Servant of God.

She possessed the virtues of prudence and fortitude
in an unusual degree as is proved by the unanimous
judgement of witnesses, so that these gifts seemed to be
given to her by nature.
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She cultivated humility in a special way, taking for
herself the rule "Love to be unknown and counted as
nothing”, and she constantly recommended this same
maxim to others by word and example.

The marks which distinguished her spirituality
were: Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the
Blessed Virgin Mary, to St. Ignatius, whose name she
had taken in religion, and whom she wished to be a
special patron and examplefor her congregation, and to
St. Aloysius Gonzaga, patron of Christian youth, to
whose apostolate she devoted herself in a specia way.

2. Of thefaith of the Servant of God.

The faith of the Servant of God was manifested in
al her actions throughout her life. "Her faith in divine
Providence was never shaken.”

She was born of Christian parents outstanding for
their virtue, and was educated in surroundings where
the laws of God and the Church were faithfully kept.

She never doubted any of the truths of the faith. So
firmly did she adhere to the Catholic Church that the
Association had in its ruless "To remain strongly
attached to the Roman Church and to die rather than
abandon the faith" (t. 1, 2); "to do dl their actions with
aview to pleasing God and through a principle of faith"
(t. 2, D).

Claudine was so well supported by divine faith that
she was able to sustain with fortitude the terrible events
at the time of the "Terror" as either eyewitness or
participant. After overcoming so many calamities
bravely, her faith was so much greater, that, despising
the attractions of the world, she was consumed with the
desire to give herself wholly to God and to work for the
salvation of souls.

"For Claudine Thevenet, the worst misfortune was
to live and die without knowing God. The lot of those
thousands of poor little children, deprived of the goods
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of this world, who must grow up, perhaps without ever
hearing the name of God pronounced, made her
shudder."

The principles of faith always guided her in her
good works: when she helped the poor and gave them
Christian education, when she governed and organised
the Association, when she observed the rules, which
caled for high Christian perfection, when she accepted
the office of president, when she considered the director
"as the one that God gave us to form, lead and direct
us."

The practices, which as President she prescribed for
her associates by the authority of her office, and the
exhortations she addressed to them, reveal aliving faith:
to pray for the Holy Father, for the needs of the Church,
for the missions, for the conversion of sinners and
heretics; to live by the spirit of faith, to renew the
practice of the presence of God, to submit to the will of
God, etc.

When Fr. Coindre presented her as the future
foundress and superioress of the newly formed
Congregation, she accepted the office only through a
spirit of faith. "Heaven has chosen you, respond to the
cal."

Moreover, the aim which she desired to achieve
originated in faith. "To form souls for heaven by a truly
Christian education, such is the am that you must
unremittingly pursue for the future."

Her particular devotions also demonstrate well the
solidity of her faith, viz: to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the
Holy Spirit, the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Ignatius
Loyola and St. Aloysius Gonzaga.

Her devotion to the Blessed Virgin was manifested
in aspecial way; and it seems that God wanted to reward
the filia love of the Servant of God when He suddenly
restored one of the orphan girls to health in the
Sanctuary of Fourviere.
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When, in the year 1834, the Civil authorities
proposed to fortify the hill of Fourviere, the Servant of
God was anxious not so much about the danger of
expropriation of her property as about the harm which
such a measure could do to the cult of the Blessed Virgin
in a place dedicated to her in a specia way.

Her letters are full of the spirit of faith and her
tender love for the Blessed Virgin.

Faith impelled her to try to obtain the best things
for use in the worship of God, the most worthy objects
— sacred vessdls and so on. "To make up for the lack of
precious and costly things she made sure that everything
was kept scrupulously clean. She was very happy when
she could obtain a beautiful ornament, costly vases,
etc.”

The difficulties and sufferings which she met in the
course of her life, she bore with fortitude strengthened
by divine faith. "The good God has sent me many
crosses this year and has tested me with many sacrifices.
What happiness if | profited from them to expiate my
sins and sanctify myself."

She left an eloquent testimony of her faith in her
last illness and pious death. Her last words "How good
God is!" prove unequivocaly that the faith of the
Servant of God was almost innate.

3. The Hope of the Servant of God.

The Life of the Servant of God was aways
illuminated by a sincere faith, and strengthened by a
firm hope by which she abandoned herself entirely to
divine Providence, in spile of many serious difficulties
great enough to shatter such hope.

The Providence of St. Bruno was founded entirely
on hope in God. She had only fifteen francs in reserve.
"And the good God was pleased to reward this trust in
the care of His Providence; alms arrived just at the right
moment, as if measured out by the hand of a father."
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The same thing happened in the house of Pierres
Plantees. "It was founded on nothing, on poverty," but
the Servant of God firmly hoped that God, for whose
glory the work had been begun, would provide what was
necessary to continue it.

When she accepted the office of Foundress of a new
religious family, she fortified herself for the difficult
task by hope in God, rising above the grief that she knew
her mother would experience as a result of the
separation from her daughter, and ". . . besides, these
remonstrances which weighed heavily on the heart of a
daughter, a lot of teasing, more or less cutting, at home
... and many hurtful remarksat the expense of this little
Mile Thevenet who wanted to become the foundress of
an order. It must have been the favourite theme of the
gossips of the locality."

When the time came she said "It seemed to methat
| had entered upon a foolish and presumptuous
undertaking, which had no guarantee of success, but on
the contrary, taking everything into consideration, must
come to nothing."

The Servant of God reveaded her fears to her first
associates, "above al to thwart the wiles of the evil spirit
by making fun of him, relying on the words of Him who
said, 'seek first the kingdom of heaven and al the rest
will be added to you'."

In great economic difficulties, at the time when it
was necessary to incur new expenses on account of the
foundations and constructions in Lyon and Belleville,
she was deprived of the co-operation of Catherine
Laporte on whom she had greatly depended.

"It was then a redly rough and very painful time
for the foundress; but God who had supported her until
then did not alow the lack of human aid to hinder her
work. Strengthened by her faith and her confidence in
the divine goodness, Mile Thevenet did not falter . . ."

When ecclesiastical superiors refused to give
approbation to the new institute, "she was patient and,
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whilst awaiting bettel times, each one of the associates
applied herself to the practice of the religious virtues.”

When difficulties In household affairs seemed to
suggest that the number of orphans admitted to the
Providence be restricted, the Servant of God, with tears
in her eyes, replied when ;i new girl was presented to her
for admittance, "Lel us take her in, Our Lord will
provide," and | wool her juris were admitted on the same
day.

"He who give-, to the poor lends to God. Such was
always the motto of the fir& Mothers . . ."

On the occasion of theserious illness of Fr. Coindre
and of his subsequenl death, "Mother St. Ignatius
redoubled her prayers and so did the community. She
spent the days thai followed, for the most part, at the
foot of the altai neai | he tabernacle, or in her room, in
front of the statue ol (Jur Lady, which, in times of great
suffering, she SO often took in her arms and bathed with
her tears."

In the year 1828 two young religious of Lyon died.
TheServanl ol < fod was hoping they would be excellent
helpers in her growing work. "The loss of these two
precious subjects deeply wounded the heart of the
Mother Foundress.”

On thai occasion she wrote a letter in which sn-
said: "In this sad world, we never taste joy for long.
Everlasting joy will only be experienced in the next
world, when we shall al be reunited never to be
separated again."

During the periods of revolution, 1830-1X34, when
the foundation in | ourviere was indanger, " She prayed
and placed her trust in God and in Mary . . . and kept
herself firmly united with the Holy will of God."

"Everybody prayed; but the good Mother kept up
an appearance of complete calm, and, by her tranquil
manner and confidence in God supported those who
were most afraid.”
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Threats against the autonomy of the Congregation
and some defections which followed, deeply afflicted
the soul of the Foundress.

"But rising above these events, sure that God directs
al and protects those who abandon themselves to Him,
she confided her much tried religious family to His
Providence and redoubled her care and self-sacrifice for
her dear orphans.”

At the same time, after the revolution of 1834, there
was question of expropriation of properties on the hill
of Fourviere, in order to build afortification there, as
was said above.

The Servant of God wrote about this danger: "The
good God has sustained us during these days of
desolation, which have been worse than the time of the
sege ... we were between two fires, but thanks be to
God and the Blessed Virgin we have been preserved
from any misfortune or accident. ... | place my hope in
God alone through the intercession of Mary
Immaculate who protected and defended us so well
from the shells and bullets which were fired against the
hill of Fourviere. . . ."

"We are peaceful at the moment, the new minister
of war has revoked the order for the fortification —
thanks to the Blessed Virgin who did not want her holy
mount made into a place of war."

The Servant of God sometimes said: "Confidence
in God consists in great submission to His Holy will and
in accepting joyfully whatever it pleases God to send
us." She was always guided by this principle in all her
dangers and infirmities.

In the last hours of her life, her hope in God was
even stronger than before. She was not afraid of death,
confiding in God's goodness. She entrusted her
community to the Good Shepherd, asked pardon of
God for her faults and committed herself entirely to his
divine goodness.
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4, Of the Servant of Hod's lovefor God.

For the contemporaries of the Servant of God,
there is nodoubi thai charity was her outstanding virtue
and was the mainspring of all her actions.

"Let us remembei the heroic virtues of Our Mother
Foundress, above dl her grea humility, her sublime
love for God and for souls,"”

"The generad impression of the firga Mothers was
that charity was her chief virtue."

"For Claudine | he vend, the worst misfortune was
to live and die without knowing God."

Pauline Jaricot wrote in admiration: The Servant
of God "burns with the love of our God."

The love of God sustained her in the brutal killing
of her brothers, and when she forgave their
executioners. "At that moment of supreme anguish, the
thought of Our Lord dying on the Cross with words of
pardon on his lips w;is a light and support for her
broken heart."

The love of God impelled her to perform charitable
deeds for others. "1 ler desire to do good made her find
as it were a new food even in misfortunes;, and she
devoted herself to works of zeal with dl the more ardour
and generosity because it seemed to her that the works
were arranged by Divine Goodness to make atonement
for the disasters caused by the Revolution.”

Animated by zeal for procuring the greater glory of
God, she founded the Association whose purpose was
the sanctification of its members through the practice of
Christian virtues and through the exercise of the
evangelical counsels; she also proposed to them the
exercise of works of charity for others.

In the Statutes she adds: "Each Associate shall
endeavour to do dl her actions with a view to pleasing
God, and through a motive of faith."

The Servant of God said about the virtue of purity
of intention: "If we want to avoid faling into the
troubles of those who have not renounced the world
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entirely, let us endeavour to do everything with the sole
desire of pleasing God."

The Servant of God declared that Christian
perfection is contained in charity, and she often said to
her Associates. "We must be united with those who are
the object of our zeal, united among ourselves, and
united with God who is the bond of the first two unions,
which without the third could not subsist. . . .

... If these three kinds of union are well established
in our heart, we shall assure our own salvation,
contribute to the salvation of our neighbour, and work
successfully for the glory of God."

The love of God sustained her when she had to
leave her mother to found a new religious congregation.
"She struggled however, at the extreme severity of the
sacrifice demanded of her; but God prevailed.”

She bore willingly, for the love of God whatever
trials or calamities were sent to her, with admirable and
perfect self-sacrifice, remaining aways serene. "How
much to be pitied are those who have no religion, they
have no consolation, for it is only God who can sustain
us in our trials and help us to support them with
resignation."

"The good God is sending me many crosses this
year and trying me with many sacrifices; | shall be happy
if | take advantage of them to expiate my sins and
sanctify myself."

Through the influence that she exercised on others
she spurred them on to the love of God and of their
duty. Her words, actions and example all expressed the
love of God, and her constant and generous practice of
works of mercy proceeded from her love of God.

She loved her religious in God and for God;
nevertheless she was careful not to treat them with
excessive tenderness because she wanted their hearts to
be given to God alone.

After alife wholly dedicated to works of charity, at
the hour of her death the purity of her love for God was
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manifested by her words, pronounced with an
expression of supernatural joy: "How good God is."

{a))Of the special devotion and love of the Servant of
God towards the humanity of Jesus Christ, the
most Holy Eucharist and the Sacred Heart.

The love and devotion of the Servant of God
towards Jesus Christ focused in a specia way on the
mystery of Christ crucified.

The thought of his sufferings, present alwaysin her
thoughts, comforted her at the time of her brothers'
death.

It was a practice of Xht Associatesto wear across on
their breast, to make the sign of the Cross with it on
rising, to kiss it on going to bed; to recite the hymn O
Crux Ave spes unica or the prayer of St. Andrew to the
Cross.

Her considerations on the passion and death of
Christ crucified and on the folly of the cross: " The saints
loved the folly of the cross and voluntarily and joyfully
abased themselves for the love of Jesus Christ and to
imitate the divine Saviour who abased himself."

The orphans of the Providence, who loved the
Servant of God very much and had studied her tastes,
gave her as a gift a "Calvary" for her garden. "How
many times the venerated Foundress went to pray and
shed tears on this same block of stone on which stood
the three crosses before which we kneel so often!"

But the suffering Christ was not only the object of
the devotion of the Servant of God. For her and for
others He was the exemplar of al virtues.

Devotion to the Holy Eucharist is shown in her life
in a special way. Indications of this are: her desire to
have the Blessed Sacrament reserved in the house, and
to have everything as worthy as possible in the chapel,
taking great care about acquiring what was destined for
the Eucharistic cult; her zeal in preparing children and
adults for their First Communion; her prescriptions for
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Eucharistic practices, firs for the Association and
afterwards in the rules of the Congregation, namely:
Sacrifice of the Mass, Holy Communion, Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament, Visits, etc;

the solemnity with which she had the feast of
Corpus Christi celebrated;

her sentiments on the occasion of the First Mass
celebrated by her nephew;

her care to avoid routine in the practice of frequent
communion: "One ought to propose an intention for
each Communion, to have a particular aim which will
arouse one's fervour, to offer God some sacrifices, to
give Him something, and the more we give, the more He
will fill us with His graces.™

Another clear manifestation of the ardent love of
the Servant of God for the humanity of Christ was her
special devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

She was enrolled in the Confraternity of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus on the very day it was inaugurated in her
parish. She gave the name of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
to the first two Providences. She proposed this duty to
the Associates: "to honour the Adorable Heart of
Jesus. ™

At the beginning of the new religious Congregation
she gave it the name of Sacred Hearts of Jesus and
Mary.

She was accustomed to unite hersdf, in the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, by means of brief aspirations, with the
rest of her Associates, at the following fixed hours —
nine in the morning, midday, and four in the evening.

Other pious practices were: the act of Consecration
in use in the Association; the ancient formula of the
vows, and the litany of the Sacred Heart which was
often prescribed and was among the prayers said in
common on Fridays; the emblem of the Congregation
and the words: "Praised for ever bethe Sacred Hearts of
Jesus and Mary"; the practice of the "Guard of
Honour" which was established in the communitv.
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In the rule of the Superioress General we read:
"She shall often go, to read her duties and find the
sentiments with which she should be animated, to the
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, for whom alone she
shall live, to whom she shall have the tenderest
devotion, and to whom she shall recommend herself and
her dear Congregation many times during the day."

In Article 42 of the Constitutions we read: "The
Congregation does not limit itself to the diocese of Lyon
only, but to spread the cult of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus
and Mary. . . ."

In aletter to her niece Emmashewrote: "l intend to
make the novenato the Sacred Heart for you; we shall
begin it on the 24th July; we shall ask this Divine Heart
to keep your dear baby safe, so that one day it will
become a true adorer of His Sacred Heart."

A certain Religious of the Visitation Order writing
to her from Paray-le Monial, ended her letter with these
words: "And so dear Reverend Mother, here is another
reason to glorify the Heart that you love so much. |
unite with you in this, and | remain sincerely yours in
that sacred refuge, in that Heart of Hearts. ..."

Finally, Mother St. Ignatius' love for God is very
well shown in her spirit of prayer. She frequently
exhorted her daughters to aim at the practice of the
presence of God, as well as about the necessity,
method, practice and fruit of prayer, submission to the
Divine Will, etc.

b) Of the devotion of the Servant of God to the
Blessed Virgin Mary and the Saints.

Mother St. Ignatius' ardent love for God was
united with a filial and tender devotion to the Blessed
Virgin Mary. She was deeply convinced that: "the
Blessed Virgin does not want anything to be done
without her," and she had recourse to her in al her
needs.

LXI

XIX 2, 40X.

X1X 2, 42, 382.

XVII 3d, 352.

XX 2, 428.

IV2,86b,c,94-95;810
¢, 99-100; § 18 b, 108,
§ 24 a, 117, § 25 b,
118; § 37 b, 134; 8§38
b, 134; 843 d, 140; §
49 g, 147; XX 5,431.

XXVII,550; XXII1, 84j
461.



LXI1 SUMMARY

She founded the Association "in honour of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and under the protection of the
most Holy and Immaculate Heart of Mary", and in the
second Article she explains. "The Congregation,
devoted to the glory of Mary, whom it takes as mother
and protectress, under the title of Society in honour of
the Sacred Heart, proposes to inspire and re-animate
devotion to Mary, and to honour the most Holy Heart
of her adorable Son in a special way;" and when she
enumerated the virtues which should be most
characteristic of the members, she added: "these are the
marks of true servants of Mary."

Among other prayers prescribed by the Rule the
greatest number were addressed to the Blessed Virgin:
the Angelus, the Rosary, the Memorare, the Sub tuum
praesidium, O Domina mea, and the act of consecration
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

She often recommended the practice of reciting the
Magnificat or other prayers in honour of the Blessed
Virgin.

Of thefourteen dates set apart for admission of new
associates, seven were feasts of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
and the ceremony of admission ended with the singing
of the Magnificat.

In her instructions on the virtues of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, we find phrases which demonstrate the
veneration of the Servant of God for Mary, and her
effort to spread devotion to her. "Her profound
humility made her cherish the hidden life during which
she accumulated an immense degree of glory by each of
her actions because she did them all with great love."

She arranged that the associates should make a
pilgrimage to Fourviere in turns. She reserved Monday
as her day.

In her letters, the Servant of God frequently used
words which show us her devotion to the Blessed Virgin
and her desire to spread this devotion: "You must go
and present your dear baby to the Blessed Virgin and
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place her under Mary's protection in a special way, and
our blessed Mother Mary will undoubtedly accept the
prayers that are offered for their child by parents who
are so devoted to her service and put all their confidence
in her."

One of the letters of Mother St. Andrew to
Elisabeth Mayet informs us of the pious practices which
the Servant of God practised herself and wanted others
to practise in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Fr. Mayet attributed graces obtained to the
consecration to the Blessed Virgin Mary that the
Servant of God — his aunt and Godmother — made for
him on the day of his baptism.

When there was question of erecting a statue of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in Fourviere, she gave a sum of
money which was one of the most generous donations.

She dedicated the chapel of the house of Le Puy to
the Blessed Virgin.

She had recourse to the Blessed Virgin in prosperity
and in adversity.

When the pain in her head was unusually intense:
"She would grasp in her thin hands the little statue of
the Blessed Virgin, before which she had prayed so
many times, and embracing it fervently place it on her
head without saying a word, happy to pray from the
silent depths of her heart, and she kept it there until the
pain subsided somewhat. She often renewed this
touching act of confidence.”

Among the saints whom the Servant of God
venerated with special devotion is numbered St. Joseph,
whom she invoked herself and had invoked through
pious practices of the Association. The name of St.
Joseph is found in some of her letters.

We see the Servant of God founding the
Confraternity of the Holy Family in the Providence of
Fourviere.

St. Ignatius, whose name she bore in religion, was
chosen as patron of the Association. His feast day was
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celebrated with special solemnity. She wanted his spirit
to be the spirit of the Congregation she had founded,
and many things in its Constitutions are borrowed from
the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus.

St. Aloysius Gonzaga is the patron of youth. She
gave his name to one of her first associates and his feast
day was celebrated, with a novena in preparation. She
dedicated the Chapel in Béleville to him. A prayer to
him, and also one to St. Ignatius, are enumerated
among the common practices of the Association.

Other saints for whom she had a specia
predilection were St. Andrew, St. John the Evangelist,
St. Francis de Sales, St. Francis Xavier and St
Stanislaus Kostka.

The charity of the Servant of God aso moved her
to pray for the souls detained in Purgatory. She was
careful to offer prayers for the dead: for the associates,
for the pupils, etc.

5. Of the love of the Servant of God for her neighbour.

The charity of the Servant of God is clearly shown
in both corporal and spiritual works of mercy
performed for her neighbour. She saw the image of God
in her neighbours and in the souls of each one of them,
redeemed by the blood of Christ.

Within her family she was known as "the angel of
the home" on account of her goodness of heart and her
eagerness to help the poor, already apparent evenin her
youth.

At the time of the reign of "Terror", motivated by
charity, she exposed herself to grave danger, searching
for her brothers among the wounded and dlain.

She went to see them when they were in prison and
followed them to their death. In their last terrible
moments "the poor girl joined her hands and tried to
mutter in her turn: 'My God! pardon these murderers,
they know not what they do'!"
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THE VIRTUES OF THE SERVANT OF GOD

After the reign of "Terror" when the occasion was
offered her, she heroically pardoned those who were
culpable, and she used to repeat this every time the
memory of the tragedy of her family came to mind.

Indeed, afterwards her whole life was dedicated to
works of charity: "She only experiencedjoy in life when
she gave herself generously for her neighbour; her
energy, her time, her patrimony, all were spent on this."

Both in her private apostolate and in that which she
exercised afterwards in her Association, the Servant of
God devoted herself to the practice of all the corporal
works of mercy, although sometimes prudence
suggested that she impose some limits.

"To ameliorate the condition of the working class
by leading the artisan to the knowledge of God and of
his duty, such was the ideal that she pursued in her
apostolic zeal."

In her zeal, she was not content with desires and
prayers, even if she considered these the best means of
apostolate. She devoted herself to the conversion of
heretics, non-believers and sinners, to visiting the poor
and the sick, to teaching Christian doctrine to poor
ignorant children, etc.

For the greater efficacy of her apostolate she
divided the Association into four sections, each of which
had its own particular objective: instruction, edification
comforting those in trouble and giving alms to the poor.

She founded the Providence, "the Providence she
loved so much and which was the first object of her zedl,
her efforts and her hopes".

Sorrowfully she left her mother who considered
herself neglected by her dearest daughter who left her to
go to the poor.

She founded the Congregation, "in spite of
numberless difficulties which arose on al sides".

In admitting Associates she took care that, before
everything else, charity would be taken into
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consideration; for that end she gave directives of
exquisite prudence.

She acted in the same way when there was question
of admitting candidates into her Congregation.

In each and every work "oneis obliged to recognize
that she had a gspecid preference for poor
children”.

Whatever concerned her religious Associates, she
made her own; she shared in the sorrows and joys of
each and all; she tried to preserve mutual charity above
al else; she showed herself amiable and patient with all,
and was above every form of egoism.

She gave proof of great charity in the difficulties
she found in the Providence of St. Bruno; in the dispute
with the parish priest of Belleville

in dealing with the Sister who was accused of theft;

in drawing up suitable rules for the orphans, and
also ensuring that they should lack neither a decent
burial nor suitable prayers if they should die;

in the prayers stipulated for deceased religious and
their families.

She aways foundjoy in serving others and showed
gratitude for the services people did for her.

Her charity made her bear the defects of others
patiently. She was ready to defend al, even those people
who were unwilling to accept her advice.

Fraternal charity was a frequent subject of her
exhortations to the community.

The account books contain many indications of her
charity, among other things, alms for the work of the
Propagation of the Faith, small gifts given to workmen,
gifts to the poor and to needy families of the orphans
and also of the religious.

When particular circumstances obliged her to close
one or other of the works of Fourviere for atime, the
convent boarding school or the Providence, she did not
hesitate for a moment. "There are plenty of schools for
the education of the rich, let us keep our poor."
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THE VIRTUES OF THE SERVANT OF GOD

The charity of the Servant of God was extended to
everybody; in the parlour she showed herself amiable
towards all; she gave abundantly of her goods to all; to
the soldiers who were passing through Fourviere she
once gave the dinner which had been prepared for the
community; at the time of the uprising of the workmen
in 1834, when they approached her asking for bread,
wine, etc., the Servant of God "gave generously, asking
God to pardon and convert these poor misguided men",
and she gave them advice which some of them followed.

6. Of the Prudence of the Servant of God.

The virtues of charity, prudence and humility shine
forth above all others in the life of the Servant of God.

Witnesses, even if they do not always express it in
words, are unanimously agreed upon her prudence.

They cal her: "A woman of sound judgement";

"Helper of the young, counsellor for those of
mature age and support for those advanced in years";

"She is a capable woman";

"So perfect in her tact, so correct in her views";

"After having organized and governed her
Congregation with  much wisdom and self-
forgetfulness. . . ."

When she was still a young girl she had a strong
influence over her brothers and sisters on account of her
precocious development, and they readily submitted to
her.

During the difficult period of the reign of "Terror",
she selected, with great prudence, the best means to help
and bring relief to her brothers and others detained in
prison, and to aleviate the grief of her parents.

In these sad circumstances, prudence suggested to
the Servant of God that she should leave the world and
exercise an apostolate in favour of others.

For more than twenty years she lived quietly at
home dedicating her youth to duties of filia piety, to her
own sanctification, to the spiritual and material aid of
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others, by all the means she could take. Shelived alife of
dedication to God, to her parents, to others, and
especidly to those who were very poor.

Prudence was the outstanding virtue exercised by
the Servant of God when she was President of the
Association, where she had to deal with Associates of
different ages and conditions, directing the various
works, and imposing rules.

In dl things she acted with firmness and gentleness,
using, if necessary, suitable admonitions which did not
wound anyone.

Prudence was apparent in the way she sought
information about the future members of the
Association, and about those whom she had helped; in
these things she gave proof of foresight and discretion.

She showed prudence in seeking advice from those
to whom she was subject, and in putting this advice into
practice: from Fr. Coindre, while he was alive, as her
legitimate superior; afterwards from ecclesiastical
authority; an example of this is when the erection of the
chapel for the new institute was planned.

As foundress, the Servant of God showed by many
signs that she had received the gift of Counsel from
God. Everyone with whom she dealt agreed
unanimously that she acted with extraordinary
prudence when there was question of admitting
candidates into her new Congregation.

Asaresult of this agroup of outstanding associates
were gathered together and the ecclesiastical superiors
recognised this: "Her house is running perfectly; we
have visited the establishment over these last days with
Mgr. de Pins, who has expressed his satisfaction."

Her prudence appeared in the organization and
administration of the works she founded: the
Association, the Providence of St. Bruno, the Providence
of Pierres Plantees, the boarding schools of Lyon,
Belleville, Monistrol, Le Puy;

in the way she proceeded in difficult situations: "I
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THE VIRTUES OF THE SERVANT OF GOD

saw the difficulties of our firss mothers, of the
Foundress above dl. . . . Her zed had made her
undertake this work for poor children, and she was
never disconcerted in spite of difficulties. Her
confidence was in God. He sustained her and her great
soul did not weaken."

She overcame difficulties in economic affairs as
well, with Mother St. Peter, with the parish priest of
Belleville, etc.

She gave signs of heroic prudence in her way of
acting towards Fr. Cattet and especially Fr. Pousset.

Prudence made her decide to submit herself, even
at the age of forty-eight years, to examinations for a
teacher's diploma, and also to apply for the
Constitution of a Civil Society, so that her work would
be safely established under the law.

Strict and severe towards hersef, she was kind to
the weak.

"She never compromised with her conscience; but
her sensitivity and deference were such that, even when
she exerted her authority to keep order, one could only
respect her and submit; 'She is a capable woman,' said
those who knew her well."

The Rules of the Congregation founded by the
Servant of God show in general and in many particular
points, her singular prudence.

She placed more importance on charity and regular
observance than on corporal penances.

When speaking to the teachers, she advised them
that they should act in the same way towards everyone.
"The only partiality | alow you is for the poorest, the
most miserable," . . . they should show foresight and be
exact in fulfilling their duty:

"Prevent by vigilance the faults, the deviations, of
the pupils, so that you will not haveto punish them . . .
this is the most certain and advantageous way to keep
order, do good and keep the children happy around
you."
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She took care to form the young aspirants in the
exercise of solid virtues, instructing them in the true
concept of religious life. She was suspicious of any
tendency towards extraordinary things and did not
favour it. She educated her daughters to fulfil their duty
with great fidelity and with the sole desire of giving glory
to God.

The doctor of the community warned that too
much economy as regards food was weakening the
health of the associates and that therefore she must
change this. "Mother St. Ignatius was too wise not to
take notice of this advice, given by a man who was
outstandingly pious and devoted to religion.”

She was severe when the observance of the rule was
in question, but understanding towards the involuntary
failings of the novices: "She would never go faster than
grace and would not alow anyone to cause them
suffering on this account.”

In her difficulties she prayed, and asked others to
pray, appointing the Blessed Virgin to be her advocate
before God for everything. "Counting more on the help
of God than on her own effort.”

"I place my trust in God aone through the
intercession of Mary Immaculate who has protected us
so well."

"I hope only in the protection of the Blessed Virgin
and in the prayers of good people."

7. Ofthe Justice of the Servant of God.

In the life of the Servant of God the virtue of justice
is often connected with prudence and charity, in her
relations with God and others.

She was aways faithful to her religious duties,
solicitous that the worship of God be carried out as
carefully as possible.

In order to follow the cal of God faithfully, she
offered an heroic sacrifice to God, leaving her mother
when she was advanced in years.
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THE VIRTUES OF THE SERVANT OF GOD

Her whole life was devoted to serving and loving
God and making others love and serve Him likewise.

She worked with great care, constancy and fervour
for her own sanctification by the grace of God through
the exercise of prayer and the practice of virtues.

She not only treated her parents with respect and
obedience, but she was devoted to them, bestowing on
them care and service, at the worst time of the upheaval
in France.

No only did she obey her parents, but she also
obeyed and respected anyone in authority.

She was careful to safeguard the reputation of
others, grateful for benefits received, kind to all, careful
not to give offence to anyone.

Her justice was united with charity. She was aways
careful about the truth.

The virtue of justice is exemplified in her care and
fiddity in the exact fulfilment of her duties; in the
generosity with which she paid for extra work done by
the orphans; in the care she took to see that both the
teachers and she herself should be wdl qualified for
their job and that they should be in accord with the civil
law.

She never failed to correct faults, exacting
reparation for the bad example given, and, if necessary,
for the damage that resulted.

When a sister was accused of stealing, she refused
to condemn her because, in spite of appearances, there
was not enough proof to show that she was guilty.

She took special care that justice was observed in
assigning marks to the pupils and in giving them
rewards.

This concern was also apparent in the care and
accuracy with which she kept the accounts of payments
and receipts, adding notes when necessary, so that
everyone would receive his due.

The Civil Society which she formed in 1836 shows
forth for the admiration of al the sense of justice,
charity and prudence of the Servant of God.
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A number of testimonies confirm the fact that the
Servant of God possessed this virtue in a high degree.

The first is the testimony of her whole family,
when, a few days after the death of her mother, the
lawyer, with the consent of al parties, placed everything
in the hands of the Servant of God so that she would
share it out among al those who had a right to it.

The will of Anne Guyot, who made the Servant of
God the sole inheritor of al her goods, leaving her to
dispose of them as she wished.

The power of attorney that her sister Fanny gave
her.

The testimony of the author of the Petit Manuscrit
when she sums up the qualities of soul of the Servant of
God in these words: "She was just but kind, and those
who were the most faithful to their duties and to the
religious spirit, found in her al that the heart could wish
for."

One of the first associates, Sister St. Laurent,
speaking of the vigilant care she took to ensure that the
rules would be observed, adds: "but if she thought that
she had exaggerated a little in her correction, she
humbly apologized, with gentleness and meekness, to
the one whom she believed she had hurt".

Marie Josephine de Larrochette, a sister of a
religious of the community of the Servant of God, had
recourse to her in a certain family problem and said to
her: "Knowing your prudence and wisdom, | am
confiding in you and | ask you to be kind enough to
settle everything for me just as you would for yourself,
or someone belonging to you."

8. Of thefortitude of the Servant of God.

The fortitude of the Servant of God is wonderfully
exemplified in the course of her whole life, in which she
had to overcome many difficulties with courage,
especialy in the last forty years, on account of her
serious physical and moral sufferings, which she
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patiently bore with great trust in God, persevering to the
end in good works, offering them for the glory of God
and the good of souls.

In her youth she gave outstanding examples of
fortitude at the time of the siege of Lyon and during the
reign of "Terror", when, forgetful of herself, she
exposed herself to contumely and danger, to procure
some comfort for her brothers. If the things she saw then
were so terrible that they broke her health, they did not
in the least weaken her strength of soul.

When she was preparing to found the
Congregation, she kept silence at the affectionate
reproaches of her mother, the teasing of her family and
the criticisms of other people.

The doubts and fears which invaded her soul on the
firdg night spent in Pierres Plantees were like a
martyrdom which she was never to forget. Nevertheless
she bore it with generosity of soul, placing her trust in
God. Thus supported, she never regretted the step she
had taken.

The small community was not always well received
by people. Sometimes the Servant of God had to bear
insults and even violence, and did so with great patience.

She often practised fortitude in difficulties
regarding economic affairs; in the workers' revolution;
in the death of her collaborators, especially Fr. Coindre;
in her illnesses; in the difficulties created by Fr. Pousset;
and finaly in her own death.

Written documents give us many proofs of the
fortitude of the Servant of God, at least some examples
of which seem to surpass the limits of ordinary virtue.

"Of strong virtue, capable of sustaining al the
trials that the Lord does not fail to send to undertakings
that He wants to be seen as His own."

"Obtain for us that our hearts be always clothed
with your virile energy."

"Endowed with uncommon energy of soul and a
firm and generous will."
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"But her strength of character soon took the upper
hand to encourage and animate her daughters by word

and example."
"I saw the difficulties of our first mothers, of the
Foundress above al . . . what sufferings our venerable

Mother St. Ignatius endured! Her zeal had made her
undertake this work for poor children, and she was not
discouraged in spite of difficulties. Her confidence was
in God. He sustained her and her great soul did not
weaken . . "

"We see her in 1793, at the age of nineteen years
giving proof of her courage and devotedness... and this
man (Fr. Coindre) with his sure judgement secretly
admired this energy of character, this greatness of soul,
this perfect tact, this generosity which reckoned no
sacrifice too great . . . how unflinching in the pursuit of
her work in spite of the numberless difficulties which
sprang up on al sides . . . Firm and severe with herself

"You have sown very fertile seed with a strong
hand in the field of the Lord . . ."

"A strong soul, and that fortitude from Heaven,
precious seed which, hidden in time of prosperity,
germinates, grows and develops vigorously in the
violent storms of misfortune.”

"The energetic foundress took al the means. . . ."

9.  Ofthe temperance of the Servant of God.

From her youth the Servant of God showed signs
of the virtue of temperance. Without this virtue she
would not have had that gentleness of soul which
attracted others to her. As we have already said, even
from her early years she had a strong influence on
others.

In the very worst period of the reign of "Terror",
through her strength of soul she overcame her fedings
of indignation and even of revenge against the
detractors, the judges, and the murderers of her
brothers.
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On the contrary, she prayed for the persecutors and
pardoned them.

After these sad events, she always avoided worldly
pleasures, put on simple clothes, and sought no other
joy than to devote herself to others.

She kept the rules of the Association with
exactitude. She earnestly recommended the associates
to practise the virtues of humility, modesty and
mortification in taking food:

"not to eat hurriedly or greedily; to begin meals
with a short prayer and end in the same way, and always
to practise some small mortification in the matter of
taste.”

Further on she added "They shall try to livein the
presence of God in a spirit of detachment, humility, and
mortification of the senses . . . they shall wear simple
clothes that are clean and modest, spending the least
possible time in dressing."

In a point of the rules in which the duties of the
associates towards themselves are summarized al the
practices are directly connected with the virtue of
temperance.

In exhorting the associates, the Servant of God
frequently treated of humility, modesty, mortification,
silence, contempt of the world, abnegation, gentleness,
and simplicity. In the Register we have a description of
the means proposed for acquiring these virtues.

When the time came for beginning the new life in
Pierres Plantees, the Servant of God willingly accepted
the criticism and teasing of neighbours and friends. At
the same time she was exposed to the deprivation of the
affection of those dear to her, the incertitude of the
future and a very poor dwelling.

When foreseen difficulties came she bore them with
great patience, in fact she even rejoiced on their account.

The spirit of austerity was clearly seen in the
Association. The anniversary day of its foundation was
commemorated with a certain liturgical solemnity, and
afterwards all had breakfast together.
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In the Register we find this noted: "We rejoiced in
the Lord, that is the only relaxation that can be allowed
those who aspire to imitate Christ."

In Pierres Plantees everything was very poor; in
Fourviere at the beginning, the condition of the house
and other things "left ample scope for each one to
mortify herself and to keep holy vigils'; They said to
one another "The Master had nowhere to rest his head."

The food of the community was simple and
monotonous. In the judgement of the doctor it was
insufficient to sustain the health of the religious who
were always working. Prudently the Servant of God
took the advice of the doctor and she ordered that the
quantity of food should be increased. However, the
spirit of self-denial did not suffer.

On the advice of the doctor, she made the practice
of corporal austerity subject to the authority of the
Superioress, who would take into account the
circumstances of each one; on the other hand she put
great weight on the mortification of thoughts, desires,
etc.

She moderated her ardent desire to consecrate
herself to God by the vows of religion, patiently
awaiting God's own time, leaving the matter in the
hands of the ecclesiastical superiors, without complaint.

She showed that she loved silence.

She took great care that the rules of modesty
should be carefully kept.

She showed temperance in the way she bore
physical infirmities and other trials.

For her, humility was the foundation of the other
virtues; this virtue seemed natural to the Servant of
God. Even from her childhood, the little evidence that
exists shows her to us as kind and humble. For this
reason she was called "the little violet" at home. Many
years after her death, her nephew, Fr. Mayet admiringly
wrote: "l never heard her mention herself."

The evidence of Mother St. Jean says. "Your
humility takes pleasure in silence and truth."
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10. Of the vow and virtue of poverty of the Servant of
God.

Rev. Mother St. Pothin wrote: "Be very united and
let the religious spirit be strong among you: it is in this
way that everyone will respond to the desires of our
Reverend Mother Foundress who has left us the
memory of al the religious virtues."

We do not know when or how the Servant of God
firgt fdt the cal to the religious life.

From the time of the "Reign of Terror" she began
to despise the world and devote herself wholly to works
of mercy.

Then more or less consciously she began the remote
preparation for her life of total consecration to God by
the vows of religion. But God did not give her a
definitive call dl at once. Her vocation gradually
revealed itself to her.

It followed five stages. 1. Contempt of the world.
2nd. From the year 1802, vocation to a secular
apostolate. 3rd. Call to personal sanctification. 4th. The
cal to religious life. 5th. The call to be foundress and
Superioress General. Thiswas, so to speak, her fifth call
to which, as to the preceding ones, she responded ever
more faithfully, until her death.

"Our Mother Foundress, for her part, presents
herself to us as an example of what a soul God calls to
consecrate herself to His service and who has faithfully
begun by establishing in her soul the foundation of the
work imposed upon her can do for Him. During the
years of her religious life, she was a model of regularity,
of fidelity to the obligations of her vows and of the
rules."

As for her poverty, she aways showed herself
detached from the things of earth; she kept very little for
herself and distributed generously to the poor, to whom
she gave her strength, her goods and her time.
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She ceded to the poor the goods she received as her
heritage, either directly or through the medium of the
Congregation.

She founded the Congregation in Pierres Plantees
in such poverty that Fr. Mayet, seeing the new
foundation, was impressed in a way that he could never
forget.

The foundation in Fourviere was also madein great
poverty and austerity. The religious blessed this, saying
that "they were, however, better off than at
Bethlehem."

While she was austere with hersdf, she studied to
mitigate the effect of poverty on others. "Often we saw
her deprive hersdlf, give away her own clothes to those
in need; she also arranged pleasant surprises for them."

She commended the observance of strict poverty
and she practised it herself to a high degree.

Her preference for the poor and deprived was
known to all.

She was very careful to use her time well.

Extraordinary events such as the multiplication of
bread and the unexpected arrival of flour at a time when
there was great need show clearly that the poverty in
Fourviere was authentic.

Like the really poor, when the need was pressing
"Mme Thevenet did not hesitate . . . twice as much
work, new measures of economy, and above al new
motives for confidence in God." InFourviere everything
breathed poverty.

"Whoever gives to the poor lends to God." Such
was aways the motto of the first Mothers.

In her spiritual life she alowed no graces she
received to be wasted, but she made use of them for
eternal life, and requested the alms of prayers from her
relatives and friends.
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11. Of the vow and virtue of chastity of the Servant of
God.

When she was at home with her family, and in the
Abbey of St. Pierre, the Servant of God was brought up
to lead a pure life. She saw examples which encouraged
her to love purity and esteem virginity.

The little evidence that we have from this period
shows her as loved by everybody on account of her
candid soul, and tells us that she was called "Angel of
the home."

The letters from her brothers, written a few hours
before their death, in particular that from Francois,
illustrate well the great respect which they fet for
Claudine.

Pauline Jaricot, relating in her Memoirs, that, after
her conversion, she had made avow of virginity and was
admitted to the Association of the Servant of God said:
"I found myself surrounded by devout souls . . . true
friends who were eager to put before me the means for
pleasing Him whom | wished to follow and love alone.”

The same Pauline, in a document directed to the
"Holy Roman Church" wrote: "Jesus permitted me to
be admitted into a society of Christian virgins; they were
my models, and the guides of my youth."

She repeated the same in a letter written to the
Father General of the Dominicans.

In the Rule of the Association and in the
instructions which the Servant of God gave to the
associates as President, she clearly showed her love of
purity;

as a means for reaching holiness she advised the
practice of the evangelica counsels;

she placed herself under the protection of the
Immaculate Virgin Mary and St. Aloysius Gonzaga;

in dealing with people she observed the rules of
prudence and discretion, striving to edify al by her
modesty and humility;
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she tried to promote the good of souls by removing
them from sinful occasions, from bad friendships, from
dangerous reading and amusements;

she tried to live in the presence of God, in aspirit of
withdrawal from created things, of humility and
mortification of the senses;

she shrank from conversations about worldly and
frivolous things; if others began such conversations she
replied coldly;

she did not give way to unrestrained joy;

every two or three months she gave an account of
her temptations, consolations and desolations to her
spiritual Father;

she chose an associate to watch over her and she
asked her repeatedly to tell her her faults and defects,
showing gratitude when these defects were pointed out
to her, and offering prayers for her admonitress: a Pater
and Ave,

she made the novena in honour of St. Aloysius
Gonzaga, whose life she read and meditated on;

she judged improper conversation contrary to
good morals sufficient reason for dismissal from the
Association;

she gave her Associates frequent instruction on the
rules of modesty, contempt of the world, mortification,
the virtues of St. Aloysius, the Blessed Virgin, the
Imitation and love of Jesus Christ.

Women were admitted into the Association
between the ages of 15-36 years; if someone got married,
sheretained spiritual unionwith twith Association, but she
was not allowed to assist at the meetings.

Already in Pierres Plantees she carefully observed
the rule of chastity given by Fr. Coindre. When as a
religious she took the vow of perpetual chastity and
wrote the definitive rules, she showed her solicitude to
protect chastity in the chapters on enclosure,
mortification and modesty. She took great pains to
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ensure that dl the means would be provided that were
conducive to safeguarding purity.

She abhorred vice; her solicitude to warn youths
and girls against it is a sgn of this.

She forbade particular friendships not only
because they wounded fraternal charity but also
chastity.

She was against all those things which flattered the
senses. She curbed her natural inclinations; she never
allowed any human affection to come between herself
and God.

12. Of the vow and virtue of obedience of the Servant of
God.

In her childhood and youth she -cultivated
obedience, observing the laws of God and of the
Church, subjecting herself to her parents and teachers.

As President of the Association, she practised
obedience, not only observing the prescriptions of the
rules, but also putting into practice the least wishes of
her Director and exhorting her associates to do the
same: "There is another virtue, no less essential, and for
us an indispensable necessity, namely obedience, and
that obedience must be without limit for him whom
God in His infinite goodness and mercy has given us, to
form, conduct and direct our little Society."

Such were the sentiments of the Servant of God;
such was the way she accepted the sacrifice imposed on
her in founding a new religious Congregation.

From the beginning of her religious life the Servant
of God was an example of fidelity in the observance of
the Rule, as she had been before of the Rules of the
Association. In the primitive rules as well as in those
which were approved in the year 1838, and in the letter
of Fr. Coindre, a specia place is assigned to obedience.

She was faithful in the smallest details prescribed
by the Rule; she required her subordinates to be the
same, even excluding those who refused to submit to
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obedience. Before everything else, she wanted
obedience to be safeguarded.

Even after the death of Fr. Coindre, she did not
want to do or to permit anything not in accordance with
what he had decided or allowed.

As she always acted with such great docility and
submission, the Servant of God was able to govern
without fear, even in the absence of Fr. Coindre; and he
knew well that he could rey on the obedience of the
Servant of God.

When circumstances were changed, and the new
ecclesiastical superior, Rev. Fr. Cattet, had different
views, the Servant of God showed him the respect she
owed to her superior, but she defended the rights and
duties which belonged to her as Foundress, without
departing from obedience, which she practised to the
end of her life, as Fr. Mayet showed, when he wrote: "It
seems to me that | can still hear the phrase: With Fr.
Cattet's permission.”

The obedience which she showed towards her
superiors she exacted from her subordinates saying:
"My daughters, love your duty, observe scrupulously
the virtue of poverty, let your obedience be blind, and
safeguard charity as the apple of your eye."

That is why the religious formed by her possessed
uncommon virtues: "M. St. Cyril told me that when she
entered the Congregation of Jesus and Mary she was
struck by the number of women of superior intelligence
and education that she found there, but above al by the
saintliness of their religious virtues."

The Servant of God identified herself with the rule:
"Perfect obedience in al things is a kind of heroism: it
merits the palm of the longest and most painful
martyrdom."
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Ill. OFTHE DEATH AND BURIAL OF THE SERVANT OF GOD.

1.  Of thefailing health, last illness and death of the
Servant of God.

Claudine Thevenet was endowed with a strong
physical constitution, and it would seem that until the
year 1794 she enjoyed good health. The sufferings and
horrors of that period and the sacrifices she imposed on
hersdlf, in order to bring comfort to her relatives, Ieft an
imprint on her for the rest of her life, as has been said
above.

The tremor of her head and difficulty in breathing,
which she herself called her "Terror", signifying the
cause of these, remained with her. She frequently
suffered from acute pains in her head which together
with the aforementioned symptoms, leads one to
suspect that there was some disturbance in the central
nervous system.

In the year 1828, when she was 54 years of age, the
Servant of God suffered from a grave illness which
seems to have been typhoid fever. Even though she
recovered, her health was precarious afterwards. From
some evidence, it would seem that the Servant of God
suffered from a cardiac lesion in the last years of her life.

In the year 1836 her strength began to decline.
During the whole of that year she had to bear difficulties
that arose from the way of acting ofthe new chaplain.
"She had no respite after the installation of Fr. Pousset,
and she never let the community see her sufferings and
what she had to endure.”

In the month of October the members of the
community were astonished to see that Mother
Foundress was more active than before, setting the
account books in order, and other similar things. On the
13th December her handwriting appears in the account
books for the last time. By the end of the month she was
forced to take to her bed, from which she never arose,
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