
 
 

 

 

Good morning Your Holiness Pope Francis. 

On behalf of the members of the 37th General Chapter of the Congregation of the Religious of 
Jesus and Mary, and of all of our sisters present in 28 countries throughout the world, we express 
our deep appreciation to you for taking the time to meet with us today in the midst of your very 
busy schedule. 

We have come as the one apostolic family of Jesus and Mary, to listen attentively to what you 
would like to share with us in these changing times. Your words will in one way or another, confirm 
our intuitions or open up other paths; your words will surely encourage us, to be creative and 
daring, with the gift of our charism, while remaining faithful to the Gospel values. 

We are a Congregation devoted to education of the young and among them the poor. In the field of 
social work we have tried to respond to the situation of migrants. Several of our sisters are actively 
engaged and present on the frontiers in many countries. We work for the empowerment of women 
in many different ways –We help to give a voice to the voiceless, especially the victims of women 
and child trafficking, through our involvement with UNANIMA and other forums. 

It is no coincidence that we were given this particular date – the 5th of October to meet with you. 
201 years ago, on this night our Foundress, Saint Claudine Thévenet, left her home to look after the 
needs of girls abandoned during the French Revolution. Since then, generations of our sisters have 
lived out this desire to make Jesus and Mary known and loved, together with the support and 
collaboration of our lay companions in mission. 

We continue to be inspired by your reminder that the ‘Lord calls us to restore humanity, to leave no 
one behind and to consider the injustices that cause exclusion’. As Religious of Jesus and Mary, 
together with so many people throughout the world who have been touched by our charism, who 
have also experienced the active goodness of God and who walk with us, are committed to living 
out forgiveness and reconciliation, to fighting for the elimination of injustice and to caring for our 
common home. 

Several documents drawn up by you have been sources of edification and inspiration for us, 
especially Laudato Si and Evangelii Gaudium. 

We also appreciate your endeavours to involve women in the workings of the Church by appointing 
seven women to the Dicastery of CICLSAL, by inviting women religious to participate in Synods and 
Meetings. 

Your intervention to form a Commission to study the Diaconate of Women gives us much hope. We 
support you in your desire to include more women in Church forums. 
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We would like to share with you that we have submitted to the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints, the cause for the canonisation of one of our Canadian sisters - Blessed Dina Belanger, a 
mystic, who prayed fervently for priests. 

To guide us in the preparation for our 37th General Chapter we took as our theme Journeying in 
Hope as one Apostolic Family. The beautiful account of the Visitation, is the Scriptural text that has 
accompanied us. 

Mary and Elizabeth, two courageous women from different generations, who with faith and 
humility, seek to 

bring new life to birth; new life that will touch everyone, especially the most vulnerable and lost. 
Gathered as a Chapter now, we are seeking ways and means to bring new life to our charism and 
mission in this fast changing world. 

As we continue to listen to what the Lord is asking of us for the next six years, we are beginning to 
recognise some emerging calls – for example, a call to create spaces for people, especially the 
youth, where they can have an experience of God; a call to reach out in a particular way to those 
who are most vulnerable in our different contexts; a call to risk breaking down boundaries and 
going out to the peripheries; and a call to care for our common home. 

Holy Father, we thank you, for all that you are doing for us, and for all people. We admire the many 
bold steps that you are taking, and we assure you of our special love, affection and support. Know 
that we hold you in prayer every day. 

We are now eager to listen to your message for us, and to receive your special blessing for each 
one of us, our Congregation and our General Chapter. 

On this very special day, here with you, we join with Saint Claudine saying, “How good God is!” 

Thank you very much your Holiness! 

 
 
 
Monica Joseph RJM 
Superiora General 
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