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Foreward

“Therefore every scribe who has been trained

for the Kingdom of heaven is like a householder

who brings out of his treasure what is new

and what is old”. Mt 13,52.

For some time and on many occasions when making

the Visitation of the General Archives of the Congre-

gation in Rome, we were convinced that the complete

Memorial needed to be published, in order to make it

known. It is the oldest document that we possess and

the one in which the outline History of our Congrega-

tion begins.

Today, what has been a wish but which was always

been subordinated to other urgent matters, has become

a reality. Mother Antonia Bonet who has been Archivist

General, presents it to us, together with a meticulous

critical study which is to be found in the Introduction

and the notes that accompany the original text.

By its publication the Memorial, of which we knew

only the part contained in the Positio, is now available
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to us in its entirety, firstly to us, all the Religious of

Jesus and Mary and then to all those who wish to know

more about St. Claudine Thevenet and the beginnings

of her work.

The manuscript of the Memorial is a jewel of our

historical treasury; it is simple and of great value; the

contents reveal to us the foundations of our spiritual

patrimony, the heritage bequeathed to us by Claudine

and her first companions.

By its straightforward and modest statement of the

facts, together with the pertinent corrections of wit-

nesses of the early years, it enables us to discover the

physiognomy of Our Mother Foundress and identify the

main lines of her spirituality as we get to know, quite

naturally, some characteristics of her heart and soul.

The publication of this document comes to us at a

time when we continue to seek how to “Revitalize our

life as Consecrated women …” It was the first priority

of the last General Chapter, one to which our Major Su-

periors insistently invite us.

The “return to the sources”- to our origins- and the

reading of the signs of God in our world, show us the

path to follow in order to respond to this vital invita-

tion.
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In this sense the Memorial, as a document, opens

for us a door into the way of following Christ that the

Holy Spirit inspired in St. Claudine Thevenet, our dear

Mother Foundress.

We must sincerely thank Sr. Maria Antonia Bonet

for this new work, one that she has carried out with

such love for our Mother Foundress and the Congrega-

tion. I am a witness of the long process of transcription

of the Memorial that is now in our hands. It is for this

reason that I am writing this forward with heartfelt grat-

itude. In spite of the limitations inherent in the passage

of time, Sister Antonia Bonet continues to study atten-

tively the documents of our history, in an effort to col-

laborate in the up-dating of the patrimony of our

Congregation, at one and the same time both rich and

hidden.

May the attentive reading of the Memorial enable

us to feel and to taste the freshness and originality of

the first steps of the charism of the Congregation and

help us to identify more closely with it.

Aurora Trallero RJM

Lyon, Christmas 2012

« Note: Elle fut supérieure générale de 1995 à 2007 ».
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INTRODUCTION

We are here presenting you with the oldest History

of the Congregation that we know of, the document

called the MEMORIAL

The Positio (p. 456) gives it this name and it is thus

that it has come down to us; this is why it has been re-

tained, even though it is not to be found either in the

original copy- book or in those into which it was sub-

sequently copied.

The Memorial is of great value for different reasons,

we mention the principal ones. It is an old document;

it is the first historical sketch of the Congregation that

we know of; it relates the history of the Congregation

from its beginnings; it was written by eye witnesses, as

is shown clearly by the text; and furthermore, as we

shall explain later, it is not impossible that the author

of part of the Memorial was Mother Foundress herself,

or another person who must have used some document

written by Claudine.
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Great value has always been accorded to the Memo-

rial, but, until now, it has never been published in its

entirety - only the first part , that is, from the beginning

to the death of M. Foundress, (c.f. the 1967 edition of

the Positio p. 459-478, which corresponds to pages 1 -

28 of the manuscript). The document is preserved in

Rome in the General Archives of the Congregation,

Code FI - VI.

Characteristics 

It consists of a handwritten account, in a copy-book

of 116 numbered pages of 30 x 21 cm. It was later re-

covered with a music score for piano - certainly a re-

placement of the original worn cover; on this is written,

in handwriting that is not as old as that of the Memorial,

“Outline of the history of the Congregation of the Re-

ligious of Jesus and Mary”. The text finishes abruptly

at page 92 and all the other pages are blank. Twelve

pages have been cut out between pages 106 - 107; one

between pages 114 and 115 and another after page 116;

in all 14. These pages were probably blank because they

belong to the final group of pages not written on; they

must have been cut out to be used for something else.

The copy-book does not contain a rough draft. It

seems to be a finished piece, but one that was open to
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the possibility of being improved, added to, changed or

deleted. The writer sometimes herself makes small cor-

rections or additions to the text. Later on, other hands

have made additions or corrections, either in the mar-

gins, or on the text itself.

Contents

The account begins with the foundation of the As-

sociation of the Sacred Heart in 1816 and continues

until 1852, having mentioned the foundation in Bom-

bay (1851), the second departure of missionaries to the

same house (1852) and the beginning of the foundation

at Le Cayrol (1851).

The author

In the Positio, p.454, Mother Gabriella Maria, hav-

ing stated that this document appears anonymous, sug-

gests, as the probable author, M. Saint Stanislaus,

Jeanne Planu, based on the fact that she figures among

the first religious, that she lived in our house in Lyon

and that she was the bursar of the community.

We do not agree with this opinion as it seems un-

likely. The first reason is that some very important
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events that took place in Lyon are omitted, for example

the departure of the chaplain, Fr. Rey, the arrival of Fr.

Pousset and the death of M. St. Gonzaga Chardon.

Moreover, the narration of the illness and death of

Mother Foundress is too brief. All of which that implies

that the author did not live in Lyon.

On the contrary, we think with some certainty, that

the author was M. Saint Bruno Jubeau and that, in giv-

ing an account of the beginnings of the Congregation,

she used a text written by Mother Foundress herself.

The following considerations seem to support this opin-

ion. An important one is that the writing in the manu-

script - except at the end and in some additions that we

will mention later on - is the same as that of Mother St.

Bruno,which is preserved in the General Archives in

Rome. Another reason is that the author is certainly one

of the first religious of the Congregation who did not

live in Lyon until after the death of M. St Ignatius, Clau-

dine Thevenet; one who was named General Councillor

and later Assistant General, who resided in Le Puy,

where she was Assistant at the time of the death of M.

St. Borgia whom she replaced as Superior and was then

sent to India in 1854, a fact which would explain why

the Memorial ends so abruptly before that date.

Even if the style and the circumstances seem to

imply that the same person has written the whole doc-
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ument, there is, none the less, a notable difference be-

tween the beginning, until about 1835 and what fol-

lows. This difference makes us think that the author

used a text previously written by M. St. Ignatius, Clau-

dine Thevenet, the Foundress, copying sentences or

paragraphs from it almost word for word.

In this first part, in fact, in several places, when

speaking of events which the history, letters or docu-

ments attribute to Claudine, the author uses the imper-

sonal “one said” or “one did”, or rather the first person

plural “we”, something that would imply that the writer

did not wish to put herself in the first place, a fact

which is consistent with M. Foundress’ humility. Fur-

thermore, the style recalls that of the letters of Claudine

that are known to us. It is very possible that either as a

personal decision, or on the recommendation of Fr.

André Coindre, she wanted to leave a written account

of the history of the foundation and the years that fol-

lowed and that she did it in a simple way. It is notice-

able that, in these first pages, what relates to her as

Foundress and Superior, is restrained, a characteristic

of her humility. If the author had been some other per-

son, she would certainly have highlighted, from the be-

ginning, the principal role that Claudine played in

everything that happened. We can see this in “The His-

tory of the Congregation of the Religious of Jesus and

Mary according to the witness of Contemporaries” and
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in the Memorial itself. One cannot attribute this fact to

a lack of appreciation on the part of the writer, one can-

not think that she would have wished to diminish her

or not consider her as the Foundress, for there are other

occasions when she presents her as such (we think that

these might have been sections that she modified or

added). The whole context shows that she held her in

the highest esteem: notice the eulogy, the type of bio-

graphic summary used in the account of her death.

The author was commissioned to write a history of

the Congregation, so she tried to remember facts and

consulted other religious. These Sisters knew that M.

St. Ignatius had a diary in which she noted major events

and, no doubt, they also knew that she had written

about what had happened. The author must certainly

have tried to consult this diary and other writings, if

she had them. The “History of the Congregation“, in

speaking of the death of the Founder, recounts how that

day Claudine experienced a strong feeling that some

disaster was coming, that she spoke about it and noted

it in the diary “with a trembling hand”, this is a sign

that the religious had seen the diary. (Positio p. 584).

The author of the Memorial was inspired by what had

happened and adapted it to a fuller account or some-

times copied it. Mother St. Ignatius must have written

up to 1835. From then on the author continues the story

herself and the style changes.
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It is evident that the author of the Memorial had not

lived in Lyon, because, as mentioned earlier, she does

not speak of events that took place there. She must have

lived in Le Puy for she gives many details which indi-

cate that she was there. This person went to Lyon

shortly after the death of Mother Foundress because,

from then onwards, she describes what concerns this

house in the manner of someone who had experienced

the events, or who had been informed of them as being

someone having a position of responsibility. This

would correspond to the fact that Mother Saint Bruno

was elected as General Councillor soon after the death

of Mother Foundress and then went to live in Lyon.

The description of the Revolutions of the workers

in Lyon is surprising. Firstly the author was not there

because she writes as though the house of Fourviere

suffered during the uprisings of 1830 and of 1834,

whereas in fact, according to the history and the letters

of Claudine and her family, we know it was only in

1834. On the other hand she starts with a summary of

the beginnings and then describes more fully and with

many details, the events of 1834. There is a possible

explanation: one of the small copy-books preserved

with the copy of the Memorial, including corrections,

adds a note stating that at the beginning of the Revolu-

tion in Lyon of 1834, Mother General was in Le Puy

and that, on hearing about it, she returned immediately
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to Lyon to be with her daughters. It is possible that M.

St. Bruno accompanied her and so experienced herself

the occupation of the Angelique by the soldiers. At the

time of writing she added some of her own memories. 

The style of the document is simple, correct and fac-

tual and everything indicates that, on many occasions,

the author was not only aware of the events but also

had been an eye-witness of what she recounts.

Altogether it seems that there is but one author and

that she herself wrote in the copy-book; but that, at the

end, others participated by copying from a previous

rough draft. We think that when M.St.Bruno knew of

the new mission to India and was herself busy with

preparations for her journey – 1854 –, she left, in draft

form, what she had not yet written into the copy- book

and another person did this. The narrative, steady, flow-

ing and correct and the repetition of certain lines makes

one think that the author wrote in the copy-book as a

transcription from an earlier account.

The changes that the author herself made to the text

are of little importance; she corrects the text to make it

more exact or to improve the grammatical style; this

assures us that she herself was the copyist.

The other corrections and additions which we have
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already mentioned, were made by other religious who

had better knowledge of the events spoken of, because

they had experienced them personally. The three most

important corrections are: those by M. St Therese

Motte concerning India, where she had lived for several

years; those by M. St Pothin Cholle, concerning the

foundation in Spain in which she had participated and

those by M. St. Xavier Tessier relating to Remiremont

and Rodez where she had been Superior. We can iden-

tify the authors because they wrote personally and their

handwriting is familiar. These three religious were

members of the General Council and the first two be-

came Superiors General; that is why they had access to

the copy-books and could intervene.

We know of several copies of the Memorial; they

are preserved in the General Archives of Rome or in

those of San Gervasio, Spain. The corrections to be

found in the original have already been incorporated

into the copies. They are the same up to the account of

the foundation in Spain; from then on there are varia-

tions and later additions, which lead us to think that

some may have been written in the Mother House of

Fourvière and others in Spain. Already the text flows

and there are no further corrections. Neither are any

new foundations mentioned. 
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Date

Already in the lifetime of Claudine, they wanted to

write the History of the Congregation. M Saint André

Ramié, who had succeeded her, applied herself to the

task; the Memorial was composed entirely during her

Generalate (9 February 1837 - 12 November 1856). 

M. Saint André asked one of the first religious who

knew the Congregation well to write this history. We

do not know the exact date on which it was begun, but

what is in the original copy- book was written in 1842

or after that date, after the changing of the name of the

Congregation, since it starts with the motto “Praised

forever be Jesus and Mary”. 

The final events described in the Memorial occurred

in 1852; furthermore it was definitely finished before

1855, because it does not recount the foundation in

Canada which took place that year. 

As was explained earlier the reason that the narra-

tive ended could have been the departure of M. Saint

Bruno for India. It is not mentioned anywhere why it

has not been continued.
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The importance of the Document

Great was the interest in and love for the history of

the Congregation, for Mother Foundress and for the

Founder, Father André Coindre. “The History of the

Congregation of the Religious of Jesus and Mary ac-

cording to the Witness of the Contemporaries“ was fi-

nally published in 1896, during the Generalate of M.

St Cyril Reynier. The History corresponds to the copy-

books written by M. Aloysius Hugon and M. Saint

Joachim Creuzet, General Councillors, (The various

steps taken preceding the edition, can be found on pp.

521-2 of the Positio). For the first part of the History

these two religious made use of the Memorial entirely,

but adapted it in a new style and made certain omis-

sions or additions, (c.f. Positio pp. 454 and 526).

Everything points to the importance of this first attempt

at a History of the Congregation.

As we have already said, its interest lies in the fact

that it was written by eye-witnesses and was authenti-

cated by a later revision.

The Memorial is noteworthy also because of the su-

pernatural spirit that imbibes the document revealing

Claudine’s character; it can also be perceived in her let-

ters (Claudine Thevenet: Letters, Rome 1994, in num-

ber 5 of the series Claudine, Collection Jesus and

Mary).
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In what concerns the beginnings of the Congrega-

tion, the Memorial is more precise than the History of

the Congregation. For example, in speaking of the first

companions of Claudine, it mentions names written in

the Registers, while the History (Positio P.545), inserts

Mme Dioque who was not admitted before 1822. This

pre-supposes the influence of an earlier document writ-

ten by Claudine.

Our edition

Several reasons prompted us to present the entire

Memorial. It is important that such an ancient docu-

ment be known in full. Even if we are familiar from the

History of the Congregation, with most of the events,

it is good to know them all and the commentaries con-

tained by the Memorial and to have the pleasure of

reading what our first sisters wrote. 

We note in particular two observations where one

can recognise the soul of St. Claudine, her love, her

trust in God, comments which seem to have been writ-

ten at the time of the events. It is a question of what

follows the death of Fr. Coindre (p. 14-15) and the fol-

lowing which speak of the death of the first religious

(p. 19).
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The Memorial recounts the events one after the

other, without divisions or chapters. In the interest of

greater clarity we have decided to divide it into sections

that relate to the year in which the events took place.

We also added a few headings and at certain points we

permitted ourselves to divide paragraphs or to unite

them.

We hope that this publication will give pleasure to

the Religious of Jesus and Mary and enable them to

deepen their knowledge and love of the Congregation

and of its Foundress, St. Claudine Thevenet. We wish

the same for all those who know and appreciate her.

How Good God is!

María Antonia Bonet, RJM

Barcelone, San Gervasio, mai 2012
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AN OUTLINE HISTORY OF THE

CONGREGATION OF JESUS AND MARY1

—————————

Praised forever be Jesus and Mary2

1816 - 1820. The beginnings

God, who is wonderful in all his designs and who

makes use of the weakest instruments to achieve his

21

1 This name was added later by someone other than the writer of

the copy-book. For this document we retain the title Memorial.

It is actually known by this name and appears as such in the Po-

sitio.
2 The title seems to be written in the same hand as that of the copy-

book. These words express the motto of the Congregation of

Jesus and Mary. According to Article 58 of the Constitutions ap-

proved by Rome in 1847, the Religious should place it at the head

of all their letters. It was then the custom to place it on all work

or writing. Seeing that the Congregation had changed its name

in 1842, this motto replaces the original motto which figures in

Article 53 of the first Constitutions “Praised forever be the Sacred

Hearts of Jesus and Mary”. This article also states that it should

be placed at the head of all letters, (c.f. First Constitutions and

Rules of the Congregation of the Religious of Jesus and Mary,

in the collection “Jesus and Mary, Series Claudine”, No. 6 pp 26

- 206).



purposes, inspired Fr. Coindre a missionary of the dio-

cese of Lyon, with the idea of gathering together some

devout ladies in an Association in order to give them-

selves completely to works of zeal for the good of their

neighbour. In 1816, in accordance with his intention,

several young ladies of the town came together under

the title of the Association of the Sacred Heart. Among

them were Mlles Claudine Thevenet, Catherine La-

porte, Pauline Jaricot, Clothilde Revel, Victoire Ramie

and a number of others. These young ladies had tried

to find work for several young girls3 in order to provide

them with a livelihood and protect them from the dan-

gers of idleness and destitution. But finding many dif-

ficulties in helping each one of them individually, and

not being able to supervise their conduct, as they

wished to do, the Society rented a “cell” in the “Carthu-

sian Cloister” where they assembled these young girls

on the 1st August4. 

During the first month they could only provide

sleeping accommodation for them there, but when the

Society had found means of procuring work for them,

it was decided that they needed to look for someone to

22

3 They were teenagers or young women, already ready to learn a

trade and begin to go to work; they were not  little children except

in very exceptional cases.
4 The year is 1817 as one sees in the Minutes of the Association of

the Sacred Heart.



supervise these children5, to teach them their religion,

to form their hearts to virtue and to destroy the bad im-

pressions that some of them might have received from

dissolute parents. In addition, this person would have

to be able to direct their work and accustom them to

the order and thrift needed for housekeeping. The So-

ciety would have very much liked one of its members

to devote herself to the organisation of this work, but it

was impossible at that moment. Therefore with the gen-

eral consent of all at the meeting, two Sisters of St.

Joseph were placed there, and they had reason to con-

gratulate themselves on this choice. The Sisters took

up residence on the 13th September 1817, with 7 or 8

children. The number quickly increased and on the 31st

July of the following year they numbered 30. When

they made the request to the Sisters of St. Joseph, they

had only 15fr in hand but, supported and encouraged

by the worthy Fr. Coindre, these young ladies put their

trust in Providence. God blessed their hopes, and abun-

dant alms were received; one person, among others,

gave the sum of 600fr. Thus begun, this little Provi-

dence was able to continue without the collaboration

of these young ladies and they therefore left it entirely

in the care of the good Sisters of St. Joseph. Only a few

of the Associates continued to watch over this work.

23

5 In our establishments all were called “children” even if some

were already young women.



It was then that Mme Ferrand, and Mlles Jubeau,

Planut and Chipier, joined Mlles Thevenet, Ramie and

Laporte to begin another work6. Fr. Coindre, who until

then had directed the little meetings and animated their

works of zeal, encouraged them to rent a house where

they could all be together. They found one that was

suitable for their purpose, situated in Pierres Plantées,

in the neighbourhood of the former Carthusian

Monastery. These ladies went to live there7 and in this

way laid the foundation of their Congregation.

They soon assembled about a dozen children who

were kept busy, some with sewing and others with the

making of silk cloth. They were given a uniform and

these ladies themselves adopted a black dress. God

blessed this lowly beginning. Several devout persons

joined the Association8. Then three classes of Sisters

were established, 1st 2nd and 3rd. The Sisters of the 3rd

class were charged with the heavy household duties.

24

6 It is a question of a work other than that of the Association, even

though linked to it. It was formed by Mlle Thevenet and a few

associates and others who did not belong to the Association. Mlle

Thevenet continued to be the President of the Association of the

Sacred Heart until the end (1825); at the same time, from 1818,

she was the Superior of this group, the foundation of a religious

Congregation.
7 The first ones, the 6th October 1818, little by little others joined

them.
8 Here the word Association refers to a group that came together,

not the Association of the Sacred Heart.



Those of the 2nd were assigned to teach the children

how to do their work and those of the 1st class were in

charge of the administration and government of the

house. As they were not authorised to have a chapel in

the house, they went to the services in the “Carthusian”

Church, about twenty minutes away.
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1820 - 1821. Fourvière: Providence and

Boarding School

They had been living in the house for almost two

years., Until then they had simply rented it, but now

wanted to buy one. They would have really liked to re-

main in the Chartreux neighbourhood, but could find

no suitable property. They were informed about a house

for sale in Place Fourvière, which M. Jaricot had owned

for just one year. Before making a decision about it,

they resolved to ask the help of God, through the inter-

cession of St. Aloysius. A chapel in honour of this saint

had been newly erected in St. Paul’s parish. They asked

for a Mass to be offered at his altar, but the repair work

that was then being carried out did not permit this. They

were told that the Mass would be said in the chapel of

the Blessed Virgin. Naturally we thought:9 “The

Blessed Virgin undoubtedly wants to intervene in some

way in this matter.” So they went to visit the house that

was situated so near her Sanctuary. That dear Mother

smoothed away the difficulties of purchasing this house

26

9 As we know from the History, the words “we thought” refer to

Mlle Thevenet. We shall see that on many occasions the author

uses the plural when the facts refer to Claudine. It is a style proper

to humility and one of the reasons why we think that Mother

Foundress wrote a history of the Congregation; the person who

wrote the Memorial must have copied word for word a part of

the narrative. Everything is concrete and is characteristic of

someone who had personally experienced what is being re-

counted.



and it was acquired in July 1820. Mlle Laporte prom-

ised to pay half of the price of this house and they

counted on Divine Providence for the rest. As all these

young ladies were still with their families, they did not

have their dowry at their disposal, for only with regret

had their parents consented that they should leave home

to undertake this work. At that time, there were already

40 people living in the house. There was insufficient

furniture for that number, but they considered them-

selves happy to practise a little poverty in every sense.

For example as wooden beds were lacking, they slept

on the floor on straw paillasses or mattresses. It was

the same with everything else.

The new house consisted of only a few habitable

rooms, insufficient for 40 people, especially if one con-

siders that one room was required for the chapel10, one

for the looms of the children, another for their refectory

and yet another for their dormitory. Moreover, some

rooms were needed for the community and others for

the boarders that they were planning to take later. To

make more space available it was necessary to add an-

other storey. But one night, when the roof had been

taken off, there was an unexpected downpour. The rain

fell in torrents, the beds were soaked through and

everyone sheltered herself as best she could. 

Nevertheless, they aspired to the happiness of giv-

27

10 Note the importance given, from the beginning, to having a

chapel in the house.



ing the house a religious appearance. We wanted the

approval of the ecclesiastical authority for the permis-

sion to wear a religious habit, but for a long time we

were unable to obtain this. As a consequence of politi-

cal events, the diocese of Lyon had been deprived of

its chief shepherd for a number of years. The Vicar

General, who administered the diocese and to whom a

petition had already been addressed several times, had

always refused to grant these requests. It was a trial to

which God was submitting us in order to test our faith.

It did not discourage us. We continued to hope in His

goodness. Shortly after a new attempt, we obtained the

permission to have the Blessed Sacrament reserved and

to have Holy Mass. This was a great consolation and

subject of encouragement for all in the house. They

practised the religious virtues according to the Rule of

St. Augustine and the Constitutions of St. Ignatius.

Besides intending to bring up working class chil-

dren, they also intended to devote themselves to the ed-

ucation of young ladies in order to form them in virtue,

whilst making use of the talents of those persons in the

house who were capable of teaching the subjects re-

quired by their social position. Therefore a boarding

school was opened in 1821 11.

28

11 They soon decided to have, besides the orphans, children of other

social classes. This makes clear the aim that Father Coindre gave

to the Congregation: ´†to form souls for heaven by a truly Chris-

tian education†ª (Positio page 545 and the Notice presented to

Rome for the pontifical approval, Positio, p. 418).



1822. Foundation at Belleville and Monistrol.

Development of the Congregation and of its works

The boarding school had only just been established

when two ladies of Belleville (Dept. of Saone&t Loire)

who had begun a class for poor children, proposed join-

ing us in that good work. This proposal to work for the

glory of God was accepted and Mme Ferrand with Mlle

Chardon accepted responsibility for this foundation.

They reached Belleville in the month of12 1822. 

But it was soon evident that the two ladies who

were already in the house could not subject themselves

to the way of life of the newly founded Society. They

asked to withdraw and demanded an annuity of 800fr.

which was agreed. After their departure, a class for

poor children, who were given work, was organised

while another was set up for day scholars and boarders

from well-to-do homes.

While this was going on in Belleville, an extension

was undertaken to the house in Lyon. The number of

pupils was increasing in both the Providence and the

Boarding School. There was a growing awareness that

it was necessary to separate those children whose cir-
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cumstances required a different kind of education. The

construction of a house for the children of the Provi-

dence was projected. A plan was soon drawn up and

the work begun, at the end of the year 1821.

Great hopes were placed on Mlle Laporte and above

all on Divine Providence. A loan was obtained to meet

the cost of the building and the house was completed

in 1822. It was then necessary to pay off a great part of

the bills of the contractors, which amounted to the sum

of 90’000fr. The loan already raised was far from suf-

ficient. They had recourse to Mlle Laporte who was

obliged, on this occasion to refuse, as she had not her

mother’s consent. This was a harsh and painful trial for

Mlle Thevenet, who, in a sense, found herself totally

responsible for the undertaking, as she alone had signed

the contract. Nevertheless her distress was shared by

those who were associated with her work. But God did

not allow the lack of human support to interfere with

His work. He only wanted to test the faith of his ser-

vants and teach them to place all their trust in Him

alone. They had recourse to a second loan and when

the lenders had expressed some misgivings about sol-

vency to the notary, he reassured them and said: “Do

not worry. In business of this kind, it is God who takes

care of it. You cannot have a better security”. That was

enough. 
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So the house was burdened with a debt of 90,000fr.

Therefore everyone worked twice as hard; there were

new measures for economy, but also new motives for

confidence in God.

The more the work expanded, the more they wanted

to see the house take on a religious aspect. So they ad-

dressed themselves anew to the Vicar General to ask

for permission to wear a religious costume and make

vows. But they always met with the same inflexibility.

However, at the very time when such obstacles seemed

to be making the accomplishment of this desire more

remote, the moment that Divine Providence had pre-

arranged was near at hand. In the meantime, they or-

ganised everything so that it was as near as possible to

religious life. Thus each one had given up her family

name to adopt that of a saint, male or female, as is the

practice in religion. Mlle Thevenet took that of St. Ig-

natius; Mlle Ramiè - St Andrew; Mme Ferrand - St.

Francis Borgia; Mlle Jubeau - St. Bruno; Mme Dioque

- St. Peter; Mlle Planut - St. Stanislaus; Mlle Chippier

- St. Xavier; Mlle Chardon - St. Louis Gonzaga; etc.

They had not yet fixed on the name that the Society

would adopt. At first they wanted to take that of Sisters

of Pious Education and then they decided on that of

Sisters of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. It was

under this title that we were introduced into the diocese
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of Le Puy, and this is how it happened. Father Coindre,

founder of the little Society and Superior of the Mis-

sions of the diocese of Le Puy, had founded, together

with some other ecclesiastics, a college for young boys

in Monistrol-l’Eveque in the same diocese. His Lord-

ship, the Bishop of St. Flour, administrator of the dio-

cese, was on friendly terms with Fr. Coindre. Our good

Father Founder profited from the favourable disposi-

tions of this worthy Bishop and on the 10th October

1822, sent a letter to M.Richard, Vicar General of the

diocese of Le Puy, asking to introduce into the said dio-

cese the Ladies of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary.

God allowed his request to be well accepted. He re-

ceived the authorisation to establish us there, and on

the 6th January 1823, M. St Peter, M. St Bruno and M.

St Simon left for Monistrol where they found a place

to live near the college. It was found to be very con-

venient and they were able to assist at the Services of

the College Church by means of a tribune in their

house, without having contact either with people from

outside or with those of the College.
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1823. First approbation. First Vows. First Elections

On February 4th of the same year, His Lordship the

Bishop of St. Flour, wrote to our Fr. Founder from Paris

regarding the establishment of his little College. He

then added, referring to us: I commend you for the es-

tablishment you have just formed. I name you as its Su-

perior and I have no doubt at all that it will prosper

under such a director. I approve these Ladies, in so far

as I am able, as a Congregation for the diocese of Le

Puy. You may receive the simple vows of those who

present themselves. If by chance you should meet with

difficulties in the Diocese, you could come to Saint

Flour. I would receive you with open arms”, etc.

After this very kind letter, they hastened to take ad-

vantage of the favour granted, which had been desired

for such a long time. They had been tested in the house

in Lyon for several years, having practiced and ob-

served the Rules that the Father Founder had originally

given them. Therefore on the 23rd13 of the same month
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of February, they pronounced the first vows in

Monistrol. Immediately afterwards they proceeded to

a lawful election, by secret ballot, and M. St. Ignatius

was elected Superior General of the Congregation. The

Assistants General were also elected by ballot. These

were M. St. Andrew, M. St. Peter, M. St. Francis Borgia

and M. St. Xavier After this, the Superior General

named M. St. Peter to be the Superior of the house of

Monistrol and M. St. Borgia as Superior of the house

of Belleville. She returned to Lyon with M. St. Andrew

and M. St. Xavier.14
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the first vows. Those who wrote this History had known and lived

with religious of the first epoch. These two facts seem to justify

the opinion that the 23rd was the true date. The change to the

25th was made after 1925 when Mother Euphemia Mandri took

up the Cause of Beatification of Claudine. The reason seems to

be a mistaken reading of the document. The 23rd seems more

logical and more correct because those who were going to the

ceremony left Lyons on the 17th February. They arrived the sec-

ond day (the 18th) in Monistrol and immediately began the spir-

itual retreat to prepare themselves for their vows. So, since at that

time the retreat normally lasted three days, there are too many

days before the 25th. There are other reasons in favour of the

23rd; one is that in 1823 that day was a Sunday, a day more suit-

able for such an event, given that it was Lent. It also seems more

logical because Fr.Coindre was giving a Mission in Monistrol

and he would have been free on the Sunday. Another fact seems

to confirm this. The second ceremony of vows for those who had

not been able to make them the first time, was also celebrated on

a Sunday (i.e.16th March) in Monistrol, where Fr. Coindre was

still giving the Mission.
14 Here we find confusion of several pieces of information. Accord-

ing to the Minutes, the election of the Assistant General took



They worked wholeheartedly at the construction of

the building destined to house the poor children whose

number was always increasing. They were installed

there as soon as it was possible without risk and the

house was called Providence. M. St Xavier was espe-

cially entrusted with its direction and she had under her

a certain number of coadjutor sisters who understood

very well the making of silk cloth. God blessed the zeal

that was put into spreading His love in these young

hearts, for these children gave much consolation. The

pupils of the Boarding School continued to occupy the

building adjoining the first house.
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place on two occasions; one after the first ceremony of vows and

the other after the second. Since M. St. André stayed in Lyon at

the time of the first ceremony, she could not have been elected

on the first occasion. She was elected first Assistant General after

her religious profession, on the same day, 16th March 1823. M.

St Ignatius who had stayed in Lyon at the time of the second cer-

emony at Monistrol, sent her vote by letter and M. St. Xavier did

the same. M. St Ignatius had returned to Lyon with M. St Xavier

after the first ceremony and the first elections. 



1825. Foundation at Le Puy

In 1823 however, the Diocese of Le Puy was en-

trusted to the capable hands of Mgr. de Bonald. Ever

since the great Revolution, the inhabitants of Velay had

not seen a Bishop travelling in their mountains and

watching over the maintenance of ecclesiastical disci-

pline. In this way the zealous Bishop began his Epis-

copal career. He made a general visitation of his

diocese, reformed many abuses and vigorously restored

forgotten precepts. Towards the middle of the month

of15 he arrived in Monistrol where our Sisters were con-

tinuing to devote themselves zealously to the education

of young girls of the area. His Lordship was received

with the greatest possible pomp. Mgr. de Bonald ex-

amined the little community with care and attention.

He gave evidence of his satisfaction with the good

order of the house and although he had said at first with

a certain severity: “ I will permit only what is good and

useful in my diocese, he wished to assure our Sisters

of his good-will. A little while after his return to Le Puy,

he demonstrated it by proposing to them that they

should leave Monistrol and establish themselves in his

Episcopal town. This offer was joyfully welcomed16. It

was accepted in Lyon with gratitude and soon our Sis-
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ters were installed in Le Puy, in a house adjoining the

presbytery and the Church of St. Laurent. Soon the

pupils became very numerous, thanks to the help given

to us by holy priests attached to Father Founder as Mis-

sionaries of the diocese of Le Puy. This good Father

began to put into effect a project which he had thought

about for a long time. It was to form an Association of

Missionary Priests to evangelise the towns and coun-

tryside. Already many distinguished ecclesiastics

shared his views and much good had been done in

Haute Loire. But God, whose designs are inscrutable

did not allow this project to be accomplished, and al-

though he was still young, our good Father Founder

was about to be removed from all his works of charity

and zeal.
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1826. Death of Father Coindre

Appointed Vicar General of the diocese of Blois in

1825 and called by the Bishop of Blois to direct the

Major Seminary, he devoted himself zealously to this

laborious work, but was soon overcome by the illness

that forced him to suspend his activities. We learned

this sad news in Lyon, towards the middle of the month

of May. Immediately we began making novenas and

praying to the Lord to prolong his precious life, but our

prayers were not to be answered. Even though he

seemed very strong, our Father’s health had been un-

dermined for some time by excessive work, to which

he had ceaselessly dedicated himself. A short time after

his arrival in Blois he was seized by a burning fever

and the symptoms of a dangerous illness alarmed all

those around him. Young seminarians watched over

him all the time. Assiduous care, continual prayers -

nothing was forgotten in the effort to prolong his life.

But it was in vain. God took him from us, and rewarded

him in heaven for all he had done and suffered for His

glory.

In Fourvière we were still ignorant of the misfortune

which had just befallen us. Ever since the news of the

illness of this good Father had reached us, the house

had taken on an air of sadness which nothing could dis-

sipate. Our Mothers and Sisters could find comfort only
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in prayer. Mother St. Ignatius, especially, felt an ex-

treme affliction. On the 30th May, 1826, this state of

grief became worse: “I do not know what has come

over me, but it seems to me that I have a pre-sentiment

of calamity.

I want to make a note of the date” she said, and im-

mediately wrote it in her diary. We continued to pray.

Three days later we received the sad confirmation that

these pre-sentiments were not unfounded, for a letter

from Blois gave us the news of the irreparable loss that

we had suffered on that same day, the 30th May.

Who could express the grief which filled our hearts

and the immense desolation into which the whole com-

munity was plunged? A newly formed and already nu-

merous family, found itself deprived of its head, of its

support! How many things this premature death would

leave unfinished … the Society of Missionary priests

would not be able to continue … The composition of

our Rules on which this good Father had been working

for a long time, would remain incomplete… Lord have

you abandoned us and have you withdrawn from us the

support of your Providence? Is this the little flock, as-

sembled in the shadow of your Sanctuary to work for

your glory, going to be dispersed by the storm? No,

Lord, you will not allow it! You are our Father and you

strike your much loved children only to draw them
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closer to yourself … It is in you alone now that we shall

hope, it is to you alone that we shall turn in our sor-

rows17.

Our Mothers abandoned themselves entirely into the

arms of Divine Providence and God did not fail them.

M. Cholleton, the Vicar general of the Diocese of Lyon

who, in the absence of the Father Founder, had already

fulfilled the office of Superior of the house by order of

Mgr. de Pins, continued to direct the newly-founded

community with great kindness. The house of Le Puy

also experienced the protection of our Heavenly Father

in a special way. Mgr. de Bonald himself had under-

taken the task of announcing to Mother Gonzaga, the

Superior of the house of Le Puy, the sad news which

would break her heart. At the same time he gave her

the assurance that he was taking her community under

his special protection and that he himself would be the

Superior.

These signs of the kindness of the higher authorities

mitigated our regrets, without lessening them. For more

than three months, the Mother House was like a family

in mourning. The religious, the pupils of the boarding
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school, the children of the Providence - none of us

could recapture the energy needed in such circum-

stances. We felt that death had passed near us. No more

joy, no more noisy games among our pupils. One

would have thought that the grief of their teachers was

also their own.

After this cruel trial we enjoyed a certain peace for

some years. The personnel of the house increased each

day. Many poor children were admitted into the work-

rooms. We were hoping to see the days of our pilgrim-

age pass in peace and work. A single thought, a sole

desire animated us - to live as good religious, to do

good and to procure the glory of the Lord by forming

these poor children in the practice of Christian virtues

and to render ourselves worthy, thereby, to go and join

our good Father Founder in Heaven. But the Holy

Spirit has said in the words of Wisdom: “Life on earth

is a continual warfare”. Our little flock was also to re-

alise the truth of these words of the Divine Oracle.”
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1830-1834. The workers’ revolt in Lyon.

Father Rey and the new chapel

The political events of 1830 had disrupted com-

merce. The workers of Lyon, deprived of employment

for some time, formed a mob. They took possession of

the strategic position of the hill of Fourvière and held

it for several days. However, the soldiers, having es-

tablished themselves on the opposite side, made every

effort to dislodge the insurgents, in such a way that the

house was between the two firing lines. Bullets and

shells cut across the garden and whistled in our ears.

One of our Sisters, while working in the garden was as-

tonished at this new ‘music’ and said naively: “The

birds are singing today in a very strange way”. In spite

of her fears, our Mother St. Ignatius, wanted to verify

the situation herself. She had scarcely entered the gar-

den when a bullet whistled in her ears and passed very

close. She only just had time to throw herself down to

the ground. Not one of us, however, suffered the least

harm during that time: Jesus and Mary were watching

over us18. Calm was restored little by little and we

thought again about carrying out a project which had

been in our minds for some time. This was to build a
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Chapel. The children of the Providence were very nu-

merous. Our number had also increased and the chapel

in which we assembled, today the Novitiate Chapel,

was extremely small. On the other hand, the distur-

bances of those times worried us and we dared not un-

dertake an expensive building project without advice.

We addressed ourselves therefore to the Archbishop

and received the reply that the work of God should not

be stopped because of the apparent uncertainty of the

times, but that we should go ahead. Good must be done

every day without worrying about the following one.

And so the business was settled. We set ourselves to

work with ardour in 1832. Good Fr. Rey, who was then

our chaplain, was a great help to us. In these circum-

stances he demonstrated all the zeal and interest that he

shows in everything that he undertakes. To reduce the

expenses involved in such a large building, he was

happy to serve as architect and constantly took a per-

sonal share in the work. Each one of us, taking the ex-

ample of zeal and activity of our good Mothers, helped

in our free time, either to carry stones, or bring the

water necessary to make the mortar. At the time of

recreation, the children of the Providence joined us and

the thought that we were helping to build the Lord’s

house gave us more energy for this hard work. The

house and garden being situated on the site of an an-

cient Roman building, we had found, in digging the

foundations and in different parts of the garden, the

43



remnants of walls, blocks of stone more than a metre

long, as well as a large quantity of sand at the end of

the garden. There was more than enough for the work.

When it was necessary to drag a huge block of stone,

the servant began by putting thick ropes around it. Then

we all set to work and dragged it with all our strength.

What made the work more difficult was that, as these

blocks of stone were extracted from the lowest part of

the garden, in order to bring them to their place, it was

necessary to pull them up the slope. So we were some-

times more than 80 persons pulling in the team. 

But joy spurred us on and we scarcely noticed the

effort. The enthusiasm and eagerness that each one

brought to the task were such that the work was fin-

ished much sooner than one would have thought pos-

sible and at considerably less expense. For Fr. Rey only

employed the workmen for a day at a time and he urged

them on without ceasing, by his example much more

than his words, the building was finished in 1834.

Nothing remained but to construct the roof when

new troubles came to hold up the work. In 1834 there

was further unrest among the workers, caused by the

decline in the manufacture of silk. They lodged com-

plaints of which little notice was taken and the upris-

ings began again. This second time it was much worse.

The insurgent workers having taking possession of the

Town Hall, where they found some fire arms and, hav-
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ing set fire to a huge quantity of beautiful cloth in the

Place des Terreaux, came again to Fourvière. They

fixed two pieces of artillery on the terrace which over-

looks the city of Lyon and fired on it for three days.

They had set up their guard room in the very Church

of Fourvière and, without respect for the Blessed Sacra-

ment, prepared and took their meals there. Then a good

priest brought the Blessed Sacrament into our chapel

where we had the happiness of keeping it throughout

the duration of the troubles. One of the chaplains of

Fourvière, Mr Fournel, died during this time and could

not be buried for four days, as all the other chaplains

had gone away. Then Mr Rey, our chaplain offered to

carry out the funeral services. A considerable number

of insurgents, carrying firearms, followed the cortège

to the cemetery. However the troops were in Bellecour

and pointed their cannons at Fourvière, but without ef-

fect. They then tried to storm the hill which was very

difficult because the Heights of Anticaille and St. Just

were strongly barricaded. The officers of the Engineers

looked for other means. They took possession of the

country house called La Sara on the afternoon of Good

Shepherd Sunday. Then they made a breach in the wall

which separated that property from ours and advanced

towards the house of the Providence. At that time we

were all in the chapel chanting Vespers. One of our Sis-

ters suddenly noticed soldiers in the grounds and she

informed Our Mother St. Ignatius, who immediately
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warned Fr. Rey. The Sisters went quickly to open the

doors of the Providence which the sappers were smash-

ing down with an axe, convinced that they would find

the insurgents in the house. As soon as the doors were

opened, the soldiers rushed upstairs, but the workers

who were in the Square, having seen them, began to

fire on them. A cannon ball passed through the window

of the first floor corridor and wounded a soldier. Im-

mediately one of our Sisters wanted to go and help him,

but the poor unfortunate man refused, thinking that she

was in favour of the workmen and that he would per-

haps be killed. However, a moment later, all the win-

dows overlooking the Square were filled with soldiers

who ceaselessly fired on the workers. The latter turned

one of their cannons on the house. At the first shot all

the windows were shattered to pieces. But they could

not hold out long against the troops. They scattered in

all directions, carrying with them the black flag which

they had flown for three days from the bell tower of the

Church. Sentinels were placed in different parts of the

house and garden. The ground and first floors were left

free for the troops. The children withdrew to the third

floor. We were all forbidden to go round the house and

on this first evening the supper prepared for the com-

munity was served to the soldiers. The officers of the

Engineers could not understand how our house, as well

as those that overlook the hill, was still intact and that

the Church and tower of Fourvière had not suffered any

46



damage either, for a very considerable number of can-

non balls had been fired from Bellecour during the

three days of fighting. One of them exclaimed, “Indeed

if I believed in miracles I would say that this was one.

We have fired so much that there ought not to be a stone

left upon a stone”. The artillery squadron had noticed

that the cannon balls always took a direction other than

that in which they had been fired. If they pointed the

cannon at the Church tower, the shot passed over it and

fell in the gardens situated behind it. If they pointed the

cannon a little lower, the shots fell in the property

below the Church. Everyone can still see, in the Chapel

of St. Philomena, a bullet which passed across it while

fifteen people were assembled there, making the Way

of the Cross. No one was hit and the bullet penetrated

into the wall, where it is still preserved. Our Heavenly

Queen cast her protecting mantle over those of her chil-

dren who live close to her Blessed Shrine.

Three weeks passed before the troops abandoned

their position. It was very difficult having them thus in

the house, for such a long time and not to be able to go

from one place to another without hearing a sentry

challenge immediately: “Who goes there?” We replied

“A Religious”. “Pass” the soldier answered. However,

little by little calm was restored; the troops left

Fourvière and we were able to thank our good Jesus

who had preserved us from all harm.
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Entirely cut off from the rest of the district for al-

most a month, we would have been helpless against the

insults of the insurgents or the military. Under fire from

one side and then the other, none of us had suffered the

least harm.

When the workmen alone occupied the plateau, they

came to ask, or rather to order, that they be given food:

bread, cheese, wine, all of it was put at their disposal.

These were our only weapons.
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1834-1835. The work at Le Puy is moved a new

house. Death of Mother Borgia

In the same year, the work of Le Puy was trans-

ferred from St. Laurent to St. Jean, for the following

reason. The number of boarders had increased rapidly

and the building of St. Laurent was too small. It was

necessary to consider enlarging it. It could have been

done easily if the neighbouring proprietors had pro-

posed reasonable conditions, but they wanted to profit

from our need and demanded exorbitant prices. The Su-

perior of the house of Le Puy, Mother Borgia, spoke

about it to Mgr. de Bonald, who was of the opinion that

we should look for another property. A suitable house

situated in the suburb of St. Jean was chosen, with

courtyard, garden, and extensive grounds and bought

in 1833. The necessary repairs were begun immediately

and so it became possible to transfer the personnel of

the house to it in the same year.

However, the troubles which had stirred up the peo-

ple of Lyon on two occasions, separated only by a short

interval, caused the Government to judge that it would

be helpful for them to take over the properties situated

on the hill of Fourvière, in order to establish fortifica-

tions there. The Engineering Corps was charged with

negotiating the business and with visiting the proper-

ties. As a consequence we received proposals about

this, as did other proprietors. We were offered 300,000
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francs for the buildings and grounds. Undoubtedly the

proposition was advantageous, but was it not still more

advantageous to live close to the Shrine of the Blessed

Virgin? And if the hill were once occupied with fortifi-

cations and redoubts, was it not to be feared that the

number of pilgrims would decline and be less fervent?

These motives spoke eloquently to our hearts and so

we refused to accept this offer. Other property owners

on the hill of Fourvière were equally deaf to the voice

of self-interest and the project was abandoned. When

we knew for certain that we would not be made to leave

Fourvière, great was the joy of the community. Fearing

that the Government would force expropriation on us,

our Mothers had visited several localities and made en-

quiries, in order to look for a suitable house should we

have to move, but they found nothing that could equal

the really delightful and unique position of our house.

Once they had to worry about this no longer, they

thought of finishing the roof of the chapel as quickly

as possible, in order to undertake the interior decoration

immediately afterwards.

In the year 1835 God sent us another trial. The re-

pairs of the new house of Le Puy were completed. Our

good Mother Borgia was gradually recovering from a

long illness during which she was often affected by sad

pre-sentiments. Her first outing in the garden proved

fatal. Walking alone beside a wall, against which, on

the other side, a heap of manure had been piled up, she
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was taken by surprise when the wall collapsed. She was

alone and lacking energy was unable to get away in

time and was crushed under the stones. A Sister who

was working in the garden saw the catastrophe and hur-

ried to call for help. Several people from outside, ran

through the breach which now existed in the wall. The

Sisters also arrived from the house. They hastened,

trembling with fright to clear away the debris and

search; but alas! What they feared was all too true. The

poor Mother was dead. One can imagine the grief of the

whole house. It was just before the distribution of prizes

to the pupils (it was the 21st September and the prizes

were to be given on the 25th) but the pupils did not

think of asking for prizes or crowns. They and their par-

ents wholly shared in the sorrow of their mistresses and

departed immediately. The holidays of the good Sisters

of Le Puy were, that year, very sad. Only one thing con-

soled them, which was that on the morning of that very

day, Mother Borgia had received communion, a few

hours before her death and that for a long time she had

been preparing herself for it, regarding her end as being

very near. Our dear Lord Jesus had begun in the house

of Le Puy, to remind us that earth is only a place of pas-

sage where we appear one day to disappear the follow-

ing. This lesson would be brought home to us even

more forcibly in the Mother House. Yes Lord! You

alone are eternal and it is the assurance of this which is

the source of our joy. Yes, You are eternal, everlasting.
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You will wipe away the tears of your elect in Heaven.

Yes, You will make happy with your own happiness,

those who have loved and served You in this life.

Several of our first Mothers had already received

the reward of their zeal and dedication to the good work

they had undertaken in 1818. Mother St. Xavier died

in 1828. Mother Gonzaga died in 183 19. We have de-

scribed that of Mother St. Borgia in 1835. It was on Fri-

day the 3rd February 1837, nineteen years after the

opening of the house that the Lord called Mother St Ig-

natius, our first Superior General to Himself.
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number, 6, was added later. It is surprising that the writer did not

remember the date which was more recent. Since the Memorial

is interrupted before mentioning the death of M. St. Borgia may

we suppose that up to this point the writer was using an earlier

version which she stopped using: the one that M. St Ignatius had

written? There is a clear break: Lyon is no longer mentioned, nei-

ther is the completion of the chapel, nor the departure of Fr. Rey

which had so affected the community and which the History de-

scribes fully; neither the arrival of Fr. Pousset as chaplain nor the

work on the Constitutions etc. The narrative of the Memorial

leaves these events aside and, on the contrary, describes the death

of M. St Borgia in great detail, as that of someone with whom

she had lived. This makes us think that the writer was at the time

in Le Puy. That is why we think of M. St Bruno, as we said in

the introduction. We also believe that the previous paragraph be-

longed to an earlier text which the author used (as we have al-

ready explained) and moreover placed it before the long

description of the death of M. St Borgia. The author arranged the

paragraphs as she pleased, which is why one finds certain dis-

crepancies.



1836-37 Final illness and death

of Mother Foundress

She had suffered much sorrow and grief in her

youth at the time of the reign of terror. She had seen

many members of her family perish on the scaffold,

during the revolution, for the sole crime of always hav-

ing loved and served God and the King. Later, when

she wanted to consecrate her whole life and her fortune

to the service of God and of our orphans, trials were

not wanting. Her mother, who was old and infirm, was

for a long time opposed to her generous resolution. We

have seen how the work almost died at its very birth

for lack of funds. Later she met with the same obsta-

cles again, but her faith in Divine Providence was

never shaken. Endowed with quite uncommon energy

of soul and a strong and generous will, Mother St. Ig-

natius continued to occupy herself with the business

of the house, almost until the day of her death. Feeling

her strength failing through illness, she put her ac-

counts in order during the month of October 1836 and

the thought of her approaching death was continually

with her. At the end of January, her headaches became

more frequent, the whole of her left side became paral-

ysed and on the morning of Sunday 29th, she received

the Sacrament of Extreme Unction. At 8 o’clock in the

evening, she was overcome by a lethargic sleep and

she remained in this state until the following Friday
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when she died at 3 o’clock in the afternoon. Once only

she recovered consciousness and said, in a weak voice

but with an expression of great love, “Ah! How good

God is!” These were the only words that those of our

Sisters who were with her at the time, heard her pro-

nounce during that long agony. Our dear Mother was

63 years old.
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1837-1841. Mother Saint Andrew,

new Superior General. The Constitutions.

Father Pousset. Mgr. de Bonald, Archbishop

of Lyon. New building for the Providence

The hope that she was now enjoying the happiness

that God reserves for His faithful Spouses assuaged our

grief and helped us to bear this separation. Our Mother

had had the consolation of seeing her house solidly es-

tablished. She would have very much liked to be able

to put the finishing touches to the Rules of which our

Father Founder had drafted the first plan before her

death.

It had not been possible to fulfil this desire, but it

was the first thing to be undertaken after the elections.

Mother St. Andrew was elected to succeed her in the

office of Superior General, and Mother St. Teresa, Su-

perior of the house of Le Puy, was named her Assistant.

Fr. Pousset, chaplain of the Mother House, who had al-

ready been charged with the compilation of the Con-

stitutions and the common and particular Rules,

worked actively to complete them.

In 1838, the boarding school, which had been sus-

pended for several years, was re-opened and there were

some pupils to occupy those of our Sisters who were

able to devote themselves to teaching. We placed them
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in the Mother House20, reserving more spacious accom-

modation for them if the number were to increase.

Towards the beginning of 1840 very pleasing good

news came from Le Puy. It was that Mgr. de Bonald,

whose protection was so helpful in Le Puy, had been

named as Archbishop of Lyon and that he would not

delay in coming to take possession of his new See. Im-

mediately Our Reverend Mother wrote to congratulate

him and to ask him to be kind enough to continue, in

Lyon, his generosity and support. His Lordship replied

in the most benevolent manner and when, on his ar-

rival, Mgr. de Bonald came up to Fourvière to say his

first Mass in the Chapel of Our Lady, he afterwards

hastened to take a rest in our house and to bless the

community. Father Pousset addressed a few words to

Mgr. to which he replied kindly, while at the same time

assuring our Mothers that in Lyon, as at Le Puy, we

would depend only on him and that he alone would be

our superior. We thanked God abundantly for this grace

and we promised once more to work with all our power

to advance His glory. 

As we mentioned above, the boarding school was

reopened in 1838. The number of pupils increased so
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after the death of Mother Foundress.



much that the part designated for them at the Mother

House was no longer big enough. Apart from that in-

convenience, there was also that of the contact between

them and the children of the Providence. They were to-

gether in the chapel and, as the garden and the buildings

were separated only by the chapel, it was easy for them

to mix. The Council decided to look elsewhere for a

place in which to accommodate the children of the

Providence. We sought information in the hope of find-

ing a suitable property in the neighbourhood. But in

vain did we visit the Croix Rousse, St. Clair, St Rambert

and the banks of the Saone. Either the price asked for

these properties was exorbitant, or the place unhealthy

or the buildings too small. Every effort proved fruitless;

(we had bought a garden and a small house adjoining

he Providence at the very end of 1837 or at the begin-

ning of 1838). So it was decided to build a house in the

adjoining garden in order to have a separate entrance.

An opening was made so that it was possible to go from

one property to another without going out. 

Work began towards the month of May 1841 and

this building, of three floors with seventeen casement

windows on the façade, was finished towards the end

of the following year. All the personnel of the Provi-

dence moved there in 1843. The good Father Coindre21
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graciously accepted to become the chaplain.

The building vacated by this change was suitably

adapted for the boarding school. As the rooms were

very big, it was easy to divide them into classrooms and

dormitories. When everything was ready our boarders

settled in with great joy, as they found they were freer

than they had been in the Mother House. The rooms

they vacated were taken over by the novices, whose

number was quite considerable.

While the construction of the new building was in

progress an important event in the Congregation took

place, one that we shall describe now as it was too long

to place before the separation of the two houses.
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1841-1842 The Foundation in India.

The Congregation changes its name

On the 24th January, 1841, a Saturday, the day ded-

icated to Our Lady, Mgr Rossat, the Vicar general of

Gap, visited our Reverend Mother St. André in order

to propose that she should accept a mission in Oriental

India. He offered on behalf of Mgr. Borghi, the Bishop

of Agra, the most advantageous conditions. He ex-

plained to her everything concerning the said mission,

and showed her several letters that he had received

from the worthy Bishop of Agra and from which we

will take some extracts. 

Letter of Mgr. Borghi, Bishop of Agra, to M. Rossat,

Vicar General of Gap

Dear Reverend Father

I am writing to ask you to find me six European Re-

ligious from an order devoted to the education of youth.

Here is my plan. The only way of converting India is

by means of education. Every other means has been

tried and has produced only unsatisfactory results. Ed-

ucation offers a longer road, but one that is most likely

to succeed. There exists an infinity of poor families

who would willingly give us their children, if we will

feed them and take entire charge of them. 
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A rich Catholic, a General in the army of the King

of Marathas, whose capital is Gwalior, has given me a

beautiful house with a very large garden, for the special

purpose of providing a Christian education for a certain

number of children. They would be taken from the age

of five or six years.

They would not only be instructed in the truths of

our holy religion, but would be taught to work, in order

to accustom them to an active life and enable them to

earn, as the fruit of their work, a certain sum, which

will be given to them when they go out into the world

and enable them to meet their immediate needs and

thus pre-empt the temptation that they could have, if

they were destitute, to return to their superstitions. I

therefore beg you to find six Religious for me and I de-

sire that there should be among them at least one or two

who are English or Irish. If this is not possible, please

arrange that at least one or two know English well and

speak it properly. 

Everything is ready to receive them. All my hopes

of evangelical success are founded on these Religious.

All the Vicars Apostolic of India are of the same opin-

ion and say that it is only through education that one

can overcome Indian obstinacy. I am enclosing an ap-

peal to French Religious. You may present it, if you

think fitting, to the Convents to which you address
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yourself. The Mission which I propose has two ends in

view, the education of European girls and the education

of native girls.

I am etc.

J. Ant Bishop of Agra

19th February, 1841

Thus, from the simple explanation in this first letter,

it could be seen that the aim of the worthy Bishop of

Agra was absolutely the same as that which guided our

Foundresses. It had the same motives and the same in-

tentions.

The same charitable concern, prompted Mgr Borghi

to require, on behalf of the poor children that he would

educate, that some of the profit of their work would be

set aside to provide a sum of money to provide a small

resource when they went into the world; such an idea,

I recall, was daily put into practice in the Providence,

where although named ‘task’, each hard-working child

could earn something for herself22.
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Here is the letter that Mgr. Borghi addressed to the

religious to whom his proposal would be presented:

My very dear Sisters

Being persuaded that zeal for the salvation of souls
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joy they will have at receiving their ´†salary†ª which will be so

useful later on.   This has not been retained in the Constitutions.

However, as was mentioned by those who corrected this manu-

script, it is also interesting to include what our Constitutions have

to say about this so we have copied it here.  Note that the text is

taken from of Constitutions approved by the Church in 1847 and

it corresponds to the articles 2, 3 and 4. (Later on, in 1855,

changes were made so as to include certain new aspects relating

to the foundations in India and in Spain† and this also was ap-

proved by the Church.)  These Constitutions, with the small mo-

difications of 1855, are those found in the French edition that has

been handed down to us with the printing date of 1843; as a mat-

ter of fact, this was not a new edition but the same one with a

simple change in the numbering of the pages.  The complete and

exact text approved by the Church in 1847 can be found only in

the book Premières Constitutions et Règles de la Congrégation

des Religieuses de Jésus-Marie, published in 2005, in the Col-

lection Jésus-Marie. Série: Claudine N° 6 in the French and the

Spanish editions. The note written in the right hand margin of

page 33 in the original copybook of the Mémorial reads as fol-

lows†: ́ †Is it not this same spirit which has inspired these articles

of our Constitutions†: The aim of the Congregation is to give a

Christian education to young girls which is in keeping with the

social standing of each one.  In order to achieve this, they have

boarding schools where they raise young girls to whom they give

an excellent education in all respects: literary, social, religious

and domestic.  They gather, at their discretion, in houses called

Providences, young girls who are poor and to whom they give a

Christian education and a state of life which will enable them to

earn their living honestly in the world.  This connection struck

our first Mothers.†ª 



and the love of our Divine Master burns in your hearts,

I come to offer you a beautiful opportunity of satisfying

your holy desires in this respect. I come to propose that

you should make the great sacrifice of parents and your

country and all you hold most dear, to come to take up

your abode in India, with the sole intention of winning

souls for God.

This country, my dear Sisters, will be your battle-

field, especially destined for your spiritual triumphs.

You alone must be the missionaries here for people of

your own sex. All the means attempted, except that of

education, have almost completely failed and you alone

can impart this great benefit to the daughters of India.

Allow me to remind you that millions of souls re-

deemed by the Blood of Jesus Christ your Heavenly

Spouse, are being lost for all eternity. You, my dear Sis-

ters, can snatch some of these from the infernal dragon!

Would not this happiness alone, for a heart that loves

God, be greater than all other reasons; would such sac-

rifices be too dear a price to pay?

We expect nothing less from the Religious of

France. They are not less remarkable for their zeal than

the clergy of that realm. This intensity of religious zeal

merits for France the title ‘missionary kingdom’ with

no less justification than that of ‘most Christian king-
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dom’. Give us, dear Sisters, of your superabundance

and we shall be satisfied.

After the exchange of these and several other letters,

Mgr. Rossat asked Our Reverend Mother if our Con-

gregation would not undertake such an important work.

A few days of reflection were requested during which

our Reverend Mother, having informed the General

Chapter of the proposal in question, ordered a novena

in order to know God’s will in this matter. At the end

of the Novena, it was decided in General Chapter, that

with the help of God, the Congregation could accept

the mission that Providence had deigned to offer it. A

reply, however, could not be given to Mgr. Rossat be-

fore discussing it with our first Pastor and Superior,

Mgr. de Bonald, who was at the time in Le Puy, visiting

Mgr. Darcimoles, his successor. On the other hand, as

the affair was a matter of urgency for Mgr. Rossat, it

could not wait for His Eminence’s return, Our Rev-

erend Mother St. André decided therefore to go, with

Mother St Thérèse, to submit the decision of the Chap-

ter to him. Our Mothers were received and heard most

graciously and on the 15th August, feast of the As-

sumption of Our Lady they received the verbal autho-

risation to undertake the work of the mission in Agra.

His Eminence gave our Mothers a special blessing,

both for them and to draw down special graces on the

new undertaking. This date, 15th August was for us a

proof that Mary too approved of the mission and the
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only thought now was to prepare everything for the de-

parture. Mgr. Rossat was delighted with the success of

his mission and informed Mgr. Borghi immediately,

with all the more joy, given that several communities

had refused his offer. Here is the letter that the holy and

zealous prelate wrote to Our Reverend Mother:

Agra, 20 November 1841

Madame,

I thank you with all my heart for the charity you

have shown us by responding so promptly to my ap-

peal, and for having hastened to inform me of the good

news. If our Sisters are not already en route, I would

ask you, not to encourage them, as they are already on

fire with zeal, but to exhort them to fortify themselves

first by prayer and the practice of all the religious

virtues and also to study the English language seriously.

I give them all my blessing and I consider them as

many holy angels whom God is sending to our aid in

this infidel land.

From this day forward, without withdrawing them

from your affection, please permit me, Madame, to

adopt them all as my daughters and I promise, as far as

lies in my power, to be a father to them. I will share

with them the bread that God gives me; and as regards
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spiritual help, of which they enjoy such a great abun-

dance in Lyon, I shall take care that they do not lack it

in Agra. I would like to repeat that they will do much

more good here than we can do. They will be the in-

struments of Providence for the salvation of many.

I am etc.

+J. Joseph, Ant.’ Bishop of Agra.

From then on there was an atmosphere of zeal and

joy in Fourvière. A room was named the “Agra Room”

and there the future missionaries met daily to study

English. Mother St Thérèse was named by Our Rev-

erend Mother to be the superior of the mission. Mother

St. Ambrose, Mother St Paul, Madame St Joachim and

Madame St Vincent de Paul, an English novice, as well

as Sister St. Augustine, were chosen for the work in this

part of the Lord’s vineyard. Meanwhile, it was neces-

sary to find a priest who would join the group. After a

long search, something that caused some delay, Mgr.

Rossat, Bishop of Gap, agreed to release a holy priest

of his diocese, Fr Cafferel, who was ready to leave at

the end of the year. (But this was arranged not without

much difficulty, as can be judged by what Mgr. the

Bishop of Gap, wrote to Our Reverend Mother on 28

November 1841:

Madame, 
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I would be grieved to thwart the designs of God. Be-

sides, I have not the courage to refuse the first request

that you have addressed to me in your zeal. Conse-

quently I yield to your wishes and to the urgent solici-

tations of Fr. Caffarel. 

I cannot hide from you the fact that I am making a

great sacrifice in giving up this priest who is one of the

most virtuous and worthy of the clergy of my diocese.

But I also realise that it is important to have men like

him for the success of such an important mission. I am

very happy to be associated with the good work and

enjoy some share in the merits of great and generous

souls whose sole desire is obedience and self-sacrifice. 

I shall accompany the very dear and interesting

group with my prayers and my blessing. I am, etc.

Louis, Bishop of Gap23)

The preparations being almost finished, the date of

departure was fixed for the month of February, 1842. 

But, before leaving, Our Reverend Mother St An-

drew and Mother St Teresa decided to put the final

touches to a plan that they had been considering for

some time. This was to start the proceedings to obtain
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from the Holy See the approbation of the Congregation,

as well as the Constitutions and Rules. They had al-

ready submitted this project to His Eminence Cardinal

de Bonald, who was of the same opinion and suggested

that they should address a petition to him so that every-

thing would be done correctly. (But, he said, as several

communities in France have a similar name, it would

be good to avoid the difficulties that may arise in the

granting of the approbation, by presenting yourselves

under a different name; choose the name that suits you

best and address your petition to me under this new

title)24.

And so our Mothers busied themselves looking for

a name which, in replacing that of the Sacred Hearts of

Jesus and Mary, would be just as sweet to their hearts.

They were in great uncertainty when suddenly, by a

common inspiration, they both suggested the names, so

beautiful and so good, of Jesus and of Mary. The pro-

posal was put to the Chapter and unanimously ap-

proved. 

The Cardinal suggested that they should make one

name by uniting the two names with a hyphen and this

is his response to the request that was presented by Our

Mothers:
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“In view of the decision of the General Chapter of

the Religious of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary,

on the 8th September 1841, in which they express, with

explanations, the wish to change the present name of

the Congregation and to substitute for it the title Con-

gregation of Jesus and Mary, pending our consent.

Considering that, in fact, several other Congrega-

tions in France bear the present name; that it could re-

sult in confusion, that this could be prejudicial to the

approbation of the Constitutions now pending in Rome,

by delaying the same;

Considering the imminent departure of the religious

to found an establishment in Agra renders this measure

more urgent;

Having invoked the Holy Name of God, we have

decreed and ordered and do decree and order as fol-

lows;

In virtue of the right devolving on us by Article 54

of the Constitutions of the Congregation of the Sacred

Hearts of Jesus and Mary, according to the resolution

expressed above and in the interest of the approbation

of the same Congregation by the Holy See, this Con-

gregation will henceforth bear the sole title of Congre-
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gation of Jesus and Mary. This title will be substituted

for the preceding one in the rules, constitutions, cere-

monials, petitions and, in general, wherever there be a

need. 

Given at Lyon on the 4th January 1842, J.L. Mau-

rice Cardinal de Bonald

Our dear travellers set out for Marseilles on the 27th

January 1842 and it was not without tears that Mother

St. Thérèse and our other Sisters made their farewells,

in spite of the great satisfaction they felt at having been

called to the happiness of missionary life. Having

placed themselves under the protection of Our Lady of

Fourvière, they then went to receive the blessing of His

Eminence which he gave generously and wished them

every success.

On their arrival in Marseilles our dear missionaries

were received with the warmest hospitality by the Sis-

ters of St. Joseph. On February 2nd they embarked on

the Sesostris. Mgr. de Forbin-Jansen, Bishop of Nancy

and founder of the Holy Childhood, accompanied by

four or five priests and a Papal Consul or Nuncio, were

among the passengers as far as Cività-Vechia. They

showed their respect for the Sisters by their generosity.

Mgr. de Janssen told Fr. Caffarel to write to the Pope

asking for a special blessing for the success of the mis-
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sion and undertook to present the letter himself to the

Holy Father. The Nuncio gave them a letter for Mgr.

Fransoni, Bishop of Naples who welcomed them very

warmly. In a word, throughout the journey the little

colony could only thank the good God for the over-

whelming kindness with which they were received. In

Malta and in Egypt many people approached them re-

spectfully to touch or kiss their rosaries and crosses.

But as trials must necessarily be part of any under-

taking that is inspired by Jesus, it was inevitable, in

order that our Sisters become true missionaries that un-

welcome incidents would occur at some stages of the

journey. They did not have to wait long. The crossing

of the desert from Cairo to Suez was extremely painful

on account of the terrible thunderstorm that disrupted

the caravan to the point that, not being able to see fur-

ther, Mme St Vincent de Paul wandered away and

would have been completely lost, but for the courage

of Fr. Caffarel, who noticed just in time that she was

not with the others. When they reached the stopping

place, they found neither a fire to dry their clothes nor

any food, with the result that, for almost 48 hours, they

ate nothing while rain fell on their backs. They then had

to endure such a fierce storm on the Red Sea that the

crew thought they were lost and it was only by a kind

of miracle that the vessel did not sink. After that Fr.

Caffarel and Mme St Vincent de Paul fell so seriously
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ill that the doctor thought that they would not survive;

but Mother St. Thérèse made a vow to Our Lady of

Fourvière and they recovered almost immediately.

Added to all these afflictions were the delays caused

by the ships of the Indian Ocean on which they em-

barked, so that instead of the three and a half months

estimated for their journey, nearly eleven had passed

between their departure from France and to their arrival

in Agra.

But all these obstacles, far from dampening their en-

thusiasm, served only to enflame their courage. Some

special marks of the protection of Our Lady, several

times during the journey, sustained them right to the

end.

However the good God began to reward their suf-

fering and arranged everything so that they could do

the maximum good. Firstly, because they were going

to work in a country that loved pomp and opulence,

God willed that their arrival should be celebrated with

certain splendour. Mgr. Borghi, several clergy and the

Catholics of Agra went in procession to receive them

outside the town and led them to the Catholic Church

where a solemn Te Deum was sung in thanksgiving.

From there they were taken to the house prepared for

them, which was very beautiful. A large number of
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protestants took part in the reception, a fact that some

found moving. As soon as our dear travellers had

rested, classes were started.

Two divisions were made immediately; one for the

poor Indian children who were received in a special

house which took the name of Providence. There, these

poor pagan children received every care from the Sis-

ters. They were taught hand-work, but above they were

given religious instruction so as to prepare them as

soon as possible for baptism. The other division, a

boarding school, as well set up as in France, was

opened for rich families, Catholic and Protestant alike

and soon the numbers of boarders increased so much

that Mgr. Borghi and Mother St. Thérèse thought of

asking Our Reverend Mother for more help.

Everything prospered in Agra and it is not in vain

that it is said that the more difficult the beginnings, the

more certain is success. Trials had beset them all along

their journey but now, success far exceeded the expec-

tations of the good bishop.
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1842 - 1846. Foundation in Remiremont.

Second expedition to India 

At the same time the Congregation began to expand

in France. Doubtless Our Lord wanted to give a sensi-

ble sign of His satisfaction at the sacrifice which had

just been made by providing the opportunity to found

a new house. In that same year, 1842, Mgr. de Jerphan-

ion, Bishop of Saint Dié, came to Lyon. Our chaplain,

Fr Pousset, who had been a fellow- student and friend,

wanting to do the honours of the house presented us to

His Lordship, who was satisfied with this visit and

asked our Mothers to set up a boarding school in his

diocese. We did not have a house in the north; the Vos-

ges and Alsace were poorly provided with educational

establishments and so it was decided to agree to the

wishes of the Prelate. Our Reverend Mother, accompa-

nied by Mother St. Bruno, her Assistant, left for

Remiremont, a little town near Plombières, that Mgr.

de Jerphanion had indicated as a suitable place in which

to establish ourselves. A former mistress of a boarding-

school wanted to retire from teaching and relinquish

her school. Our Mothers visited her premises, but they

were not suitable, being too small and situated in the

centre of the town. Fr. Bardot, the parish priest, who

very much wanted to see us established in the town,

told us of a spinning mill which was for sale. This

house seemed suitable and was acquired soon after-
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wards. While the Mothers were in Remiremont, Mgr.

de Jerphanion visited the town: he was very happy to

find them there and invited them to go as far as St. Dié

before returning to Lyon. They accepted gratefully and

were extremely pleased by His Lordship’s kindness

during the several days that they spent at the Bishop’s

House together with Fr. Pousset, who had also travelled

to Remiremont. Two months later our Mothers returned

to les Vosges, taking six of our Sisters with them for

the foundation of the new house25. This number, suffi-
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25 In the margin she gives the names of the six Foundresses :

“Mother St. Xavier, Mother St. Dorothy, Mother St. Mathew,

Marie St. Blandine, a choir novice, then Sister St, Louis and

Christine who later took the name of Sister St. Amé.  On this

page 43 there are a number of erasures and corrections made by

another hand (probably M. St Xavier?). After the words “new

house” on the third line at the bottom of the page was written,

apparently in the same hand as that of the corrections, “Contin-

uation of the supplementary page”. Such a page does not now

exist in the manuscript of the Memorial, but we know the con-

tents, as some old copy-books include a fair version with the cor-

rections and additions and give, at this point, a long account of

the foundation at Remiremont, which clearly indicates that it was

written by a religious who had taken part in the events. It is pos-

sible that it was M. St. Xavier, the Superior and later General

Councillor who added all these details when the original copy-

book of the Memorial was revised in view of an expanded ver-

sion and of the publication of the History of the Congregation up

to that time. As this lengthy account was not to be found in the

primitive version of the Memorial it is not included here. It can

be read in “The History of the Congregation of the Religious of

Jesus and Mary according to Contemporary Witnesses” Chapter

24, Part 1, or in the Positio page 660 onwards.



cient for the first months was soon increased, because

God blessed them while Fr. Bardot, the Parish Priest,

did everything possible to find pupils for them.

In the meantime the letters that came from India

were a source of great joy. Our good sisters, who had

been able to learn English perfectly during the long

journey, had set to work straight away. A large number

of baptisms, among the poor children as well as the

conversion of protestant girls, were the fruit of their

zeal. For his part Fr. Caffarel worked wonders among

the Protestants of Agra. Mgr. Borghi, pleased with the

success of the method of education, resolved to extend

it. For that he only needed new subjects. He decided to

travel himself to Europe. He announced his intention

to our Reverend Mother at the beginning of 1844, ask-

ing her to prepare a big group for him. He hoped to take

back religious who could run schools for young people.

The good Bishop arrived in Lyon in August, on his re-

turn from Ireland, from where he brought two young

Irish women who entered the Novitiate immediately.

He spent a month in our house in Fourvière, waiting

for the preparations for departure to be completed. We

were very happy to get to know him whom God used

in order to open our missions and one who never ceased

to prove his complete devotion to the interests of the

Congregation. Finally on 27th September the entire

group set off for Marseilles. Mgr. Borghi took 16 of our
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Sisters, several missionaries and a few religious of the

order of St. Viator with him. The journey was good and

quick, for three and a half months sufficed to reach

Agra, instead of the eleven that our first Sisters had

needed on the first journey. Leaving Marseilles on 4th

October 1844 they reached Agra in January 1845. Two

months later, on Easter Monday, Mother Saint Therese

set off with eight religious to found a house at Mus-

soori, in the mountains of the Himalaya, where Mgr.

Borghi had bought a magnificent property for them.

While our dear sisters worked with great success in

India, a storm was brewing in France.
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1847 - 48 Social unrest in Lyon.

Pontifical Approbation of the Congregation.

The workers attack our house.

Destruction of the Providence.

The harvests in the years 1846 and 1847 were bad;

the price of bread rose as did that of all food. We re-

alised that if the cost of living continued to rise we

could not avoid great suffering, above all on account

of the Providence for, in 1846, the amount spent on

bread alone exceeded that of ordinary years by

5’000frs. Business had been suffering for some time,

even though there was no lack of work in our work-

rooms. Moreover the workers, not finding as much as

they would have liked, looked with envious eyes at

those of our Sisters who went to the traders to hand in

completed work and to return with more. Several times

they shook their fists at them, menacingly. We felt a

storm was brewing, feelings were aroused. Sometimes

people came seeking information about the Providence,

asking if the house belonged to someone or if the same

Superior was in charge and other similar questions. The

working class became restless and began to incite trou-

ble against the providences. Nevertheless, amid all this

unrest, Jesus kept a great consolation for us. On the

19th September 1847, the day on which we ended our

annual retreat, our Reverend Mother received a letter

from his Eminence, Cardinal Isoard, announcing the
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happy news of the Approbation of the Congregation.

The worthy Prelate wrote as follows:

Rome 5 September 1847

Madame the Reverend Superior General

I am ashamed to be so late in replying to the letter

which you honoured me by writing. You must have

found my long silence, to say the least, extraordinary

and with reason. However my intentions were good and

I must count on that as my excuse; but it took me much

longer than I would have believed.

When I had the honour of receiving your letter, I

was at the point of making my report to the Sacred Con-

gregation on the matter which is of such interest to you

and I was hoping to be soon able to announce its happy

conclusion, something which gave me great pleasure.

Unfortunately several successive delays occurred until

today, when I have great pleasure informing you

Madame, that yesterday, the Sacred Congregation,

based on my report has approved your Institute and the

61 first articles, that is the first part of your rules. As

for the rest it considered them to be details.

I congratulate you, Madame, all the more readily on

this happy outcome because it is not the custom of the
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Holy See, which ordinarily gives only a Bref de

Louange at the first presentation. In departing from the

usual rules, the Sacred Congregation wished to recog-

nise the remarkable extension of your institute already,

all the fruit it has already produced and all that it is des-

tined to achieve in the vineyard of the Father’s house. 

Courage, then Madame, it is already a recompense

for your zeal, that you receive in this life, but nothing

compared with that which awaits you in our heavenly

country.

I am Madame, etc.

Auditor of the Rota for France

Isoard Vauvernargues

The joy this good news gave us was shared by Fr.

Jacquet, Marist, who was giving us our retreat. He

joined us in thanking God for this favour, a favour

which his Congregation, much bigger and more ex-

tended than ours, had not yet obtained.

The year 1848 began with the same signs of unrest

as previous years but this time we would witness all the

consequences.

On the 25th February, our commission Sisters, who
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had gone down to Lyon learned that Paris was in a state

of revolution, that the King had fled and that there was

talk of an inter-regnum. They hurried back to tell Rev-

erend Mother this news; she was confined to bed with

severe pain. In the evening a servant was sent to the

town to find out what was happening. Lyon was fairly

quiet. Here and there a few crowds had gathered but

without creating alarm. So far they did not know for

sure what was happening in Paris. The community

went to bed as usual but not without anxiety.

During this time, an evil spirit arose in Lyon. It was

just waiting for a suitable occasion to vent its hatred on

a place which offended it and thus eagerly seized that

which presented itself.

At 9 o’clock in the evening a messenger arrived

from the capital bringing news of the proclamation of

the Republic. The Mayor proclaimed it at once at the

Town Hall from where it spread rapidly all over the

town. Immediately a large crowd of workers made for

Fourvière. They began by sacking the Providence of the

Brothers of Christian Doctrine, situated half way up the

hill and hastened to destroy the workshops which had,

for so long, been the object of their jealousy.

It was 11pm. Everyone was asleep. The wind blew

violently. Suddenly cries were heard. Men’s voices
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mingled with the whistling of the wind. Our boarders

woke with a start. While everyone listened fearfully the

mob reached the square and made for the Mother

House. Some climbed on the roof of the parlour and

jumped into the yard, while others seized the post of

the street lamp at the corner of the square and used it

as a lever to force open the small door. A barrow of

stakes to prop up trees, which had arrived the previous

evening, stood in the yard. There was no time to bring

them in, so they served as weapons for the “voraces”

(the name adopted by the workers at that time). How-

ever, everyone in the Mother House had got up. Mother

Assistant, whose bedroom looked over the garden

woke at the first sound and, seeing a man on the roof

of the parlour, hastened to awaken Our Reverend

Mother. Soon we found ourselves gathered in the trib-

une of the chapel, all save M. St Francis, who, too ill

to get up, stayed alone in the infirmary. We began by

thanking God that none of us had been hit by the stones

thrown by those still in the yard and which, breaking

the windows, hit the doors of the dormitory and fell in

the corridor. Then each one, according to her devotion

begged the help of Jesus and Mary and prepared for

death. How could one not dread those madmen whom

we could hear shouting and breaking down doors? The

novices and postulants asked their superior for the per-

mission to make their vows if the insurgents entered

the chapel and seemed about to kill them. Only prayers

82



and petitions could be heard. O Mary, conceived with-

out sin, pray for us! O Jesus Mercy!

While this was going on in the chapel, the workers

used the stakes to break down the door of the Novitiate

which opens on to the garden. They tore up the book

of meditations that was on the table, forced open the

door leading onto the corridor and dashed up the stairs

to the second floor. There they went through all the

rooms, starting with the infirmary. One of the Sisters

had forgotten her watch, which was stolen. Seeing the

night-light and our dear sick Sister, they approached

her bed and said “We will not do you any harm, but tell

us, where are your companions?” Mother St. Francis

replied that they had gone away, frightened, but that

she did not know where they were. Having visited all

the dormitories and finding all the beds empty, they

went down to the kitchen, broke down the door and

proceeded to smash and break anything that came to

hand. Some armed themselves with pokers, knives,

hatchets etc. to use for the destruction of the looms for

which they were searching. Having entered through the

kitchen into the small refectory of the Sisters of the

boarding school, they grabbed the folded serviettes

which were attached to our pewter cups, thinking no

doubt that there they would find silver cutlery. But the

next day we found our horn cutlery outside. Apparently

the thieves, when hurrying to enjoy their booty, recog-
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nised their mistake and angrily threw the serviettes into

the garden.

Having done as much damage as possible in the

kitchen, they took themselves off to the terrace of the

boarding school and with stones and picks broke the

windows, trying to force the shutters when they could

not find the doors. “Ah”, they said “these nuns are

praying up there so that we would not find the door.”

Meanwhile, from the chapel, Our Reverend Mother

heard that the workers wanted to enter the boarding

school. Scarcely able to walk, she took the arm of one

of the auxiliary Sisters and securely closed the door

separating the boarding area from the chapel and asked

the workers what they hoped to do and what were their

intentions. “We want the looms” replied the invaders

“Open, open” they all cried,” we want to go in”. In vain

did Our Reverend Mother try to reason with them and

they became ever more menacing so, to avoid a greater

evil, she decided to open the door for them. When they

had entered the large room on the ground floor, Our

Reverend Mother suggested that she would take just a

few to visit the classes, fearing that the children would

be frightened of the whole gang, but they refused, all

wanted to follow her. “Let the Sister pass” they shouted

and following her they climbed the stairs, knocking at

the walls and shouting loudly. Picture a crowd of vil-
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lains, each one more evil looking than the next, armed

with long stakes, all talking at the same time in the

classes and corridors and all this in the middle of a

stormy night and you will have some idea of what went

on in the boarding school. Finally they arrived in the

dormitories where the mistresses were afraid to open

the door, but hearing Reverend Mother’s voice they lost

their fear and let the mob enter.

Then, unable to finding what they were looking for,

they decided to go downstairs but, having arrived on

the ground floor, it was impossible for Our Reverend

Mother to get them to leave. “We will not go” they said,

“until you tell us where your looms are”. “But you have

seen for yourselves that there are none” replied Our

Reverend Mother. “You must take us to where they are

or beware.” For better or worse it was necessary to go

where they wanted. Our Reverend Mother resigned her-

self to taking them to the Providence through the small

door in the wall. It was with great distress that she was

able to warn our Sisters of her presence there and tell

them to open the door. The good Father Coindre having

disguised himself mingled with the workers in order to

save what he could and see that no one was hurt.

It is impossible to describe what the work-rooms

looked like a minute or two later. The mob had

achieved its purpose. They had in their hands the looms,
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the materials which had so often aroused their jealousy

and hatred. With what diabolic rage they set about

breaking, cutting tearing and, when their hands were

not strong enough, they used the knives and hatchets to

spoil and destroy everything. A worker who was unable

to tear a beautiful piece of cloth took a lamp from the

hands of one of the Sisters and poured the oil over it.

The poor children, who had got up, hearing the noise,

came crying and begging them to spare the looms that

provided their bread. They were pushed aside by the

very people who should have cared most about them.

Thus the two big workrooms were destroyed that night.

There remained the workroom of St. Joseph on the third

floor. A worker noticed the name on the door “St.

Joseph’s Workroom”. Rejoicing at having made such a

discovery he ran down to the second floor to call some

of his friends. Meanwhile, one of the Sisters who had

heard the worker’s exclamation, rushed to remove the

notice and when the others returned they searched in

vain, as all the doors were closed and they did not know

which was the workroom. “It must be this one” said the

first man, “I will easily break it down”. Leaning against

the wall he threw himself violently against the door, but

it ended miserably for him, as he twisted his foot so

badly that he had no desire to try again. He preferred

to hold on to the banister of the staircase and hobble

down to join his companions who had finished the de-

struction and were leaving saying, “That is enough for
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tonight. Tomorrow we will come and burn everything”.

One of them said to a Sister “I advise you not to wait

for us. Today it was for the looms. Tomorrow it will be

for you”. It was then about three o’clock in the morn-

ing. Our Reverend Mother returned to the Mother

House, as she was anxious to find all the Sisters and to

assure herself that none had been harmed. Oh! How

every heart then buried itself in that of Jesus! It seemed

as if we loved each other more, having suffered the

same danger together. A feeling of gratitude burst from

all our souls and we said “Oh! Yes, how safe are those

whom God protects”. We could then thank our Divine

Master that none of us had been injured by the stones

that the workers had thrown at the windows from the

Square and which, breaking the windows fell in the cor-

ridors hitting the doors and the walls.

Our Reverend Mother then went to tell the Chaplain

what had happened. As she feared that the workers

would create greater damage when they returned the

next day, he went straight to the Chapel, gave Holy

Communion to all the Sisters and consumed the re-

maining Sacred Hosts.

Towards five or six in the morning the parents of

the boarders started to come to fetch them. They did

not know what had happened during the night, but the

news of the proclamation of the Republic was enough
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to make them fear trouble and they felt that it was pru-

dent to have their children with them.

Then Father Coindre and Father Pousset advised our

Mothers to leave the house until they knew for certain

how the political situation would develop. According

to the threats of the workers other visits of the same

kind were to be expected and how could we oppose

them? The troops were confined to barracks. The civil

authorities did little to help communities. Each one

thought only of themselves. So it was decided that the

Sisters whose families were in or around Lyon should

go to stay with them until order was restored. Others

would go to Le Puy, taking with them some of the

boarders whose families lived too far away to be able

to come to fetch them. Our dear novices too were

obliged to return home, a decision which shattered

them. “Oh that we had died last night! We should not

be obliged to return to the world having left it for

good!” We shed many tears as we sadly said goodbye,

not knowing for how long we would be separated.

God’s ways are inscrutable! Who would dare to ques-

tion His reasons for these events? We submitted to His

holy and adorable will and each one tearfully set off for

her destination. By eleven o’clock there were only five

boarders whose parents had not arrived, but we had to

hurry and leave the house because a group of “voraces”

was pillaging the house called Solitude, which was
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below the garden and they would soon reach our house.

A master-mason who had worked on the building of the

Providence came to offer Our Reverend Mother the use

of his house so that she could take all those of her

daughters who remained with her. His kind offer was

accepted and seventeen of us went there. For his part,

Father Coindre looked for other places, where several

of our Sisters from the Providence who had been un-

able to leave could stay, together with a large number

of their children who were still there. Mother St. Fran-

cis was taken to La Tour where she died on the 19th

March, Feast of St. Joseph. Throughout the Saturday

afternoon groups of workers went unceasingly over the

two houses and finished off what they had started dur-

ing the night. Not being able to open the big door to the

boarding school, they broke down the wall between the

children’s chapel and the parlour. They took panels

from the front door; in the kitchen they scattered flour,

oil, anything they found in the cupboards. They set

upon salted food and other things that they found in the

cellar and some made the Sister cook prepare a meal

for them.

The next day, Sunday, they returned in bigger num-

bers, and throwing the debris from the looms and the

cloth from all the windows of the work-rooms they pre-

pared to pile them against the house in order to burn it

all. When Father Coindre heard this he rushed to try
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save the building at least, even if that was all he could

do. He demanded, with authority, that they should move

the wood of the looms from the building and make sev-

eral bonfires in the garden. But these angry men wanted

to hear none of this and some even seized the good

priest; and were it not for his courage and presence of

mind, they would have thrown him into the fire.

As it still did not yet seem possible to think of re-

turning to the house, our Reverend Mother decided to

go to Le Puy. She needed to see her daughters and seek

the advice of her friends. Having settled, as far as pos-

sible, places for the Sisters who were to stay in Lyon,

she set out for Le Puy with Mother Assistant and four

other Sisters. Fr. Pousset had gone home. As for Father

Coindre, he seemed fearless and, disguised in secular

clothes he went here and there to make sure everyone

was safe.

Our Mothers stayed a short time in Le Puy. All was

quiet and apart from one or two alarms, nothing dis-

turbed the Sisters. Fr. Benoit wanted to accompany our

Mothers back to Lyon. The town was fairly peaceful

and they could occupy themselves with the business of

the house. Humanly speaking, the situation of our

Mothers was very sad. This was the fruit of thirty years

of work, of economy, of worry and suffering! One night

sufficed for everything to be destroyed. Yes, if their

work had been undertaken for gain and profit! … But

it was not at all like that! It was for God and to spread
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His Glory and His Love, it was to save souls that they

had renounced all worldly aspirations in order to em-

brace a humble and obscure mission. The Lord took it

upon Himself to protect His servants. He had already

demonstrated His protection during that terrible night,

the memory of which was still vivid. Was that not

enough to sustain their wavering courage? Jesus knew

it and also that He would come to their aid in the future.

The day of their arrival in Le Puy, Our good Mother re-

ceived a small parcel from the Archbishop’s house. It

was the Decree of Approbation that, Mgr. Albert, Vicar

General sent them, adding the following in his own

hand:

To Madame St. Andre, Sup. General of the Reli-

gious of Jesus and Mary

Madame

I have just received the Decree relating to your In-

stitute and would feel greater pleasure in congratulating

you had I not at the same time to express my deep and

sincere sympathy on the misfortune (Revolution of 25

February 1848)26 that has befallen you. I feel very

deeply for you and cannot tell you how distressed I am.

I remain etc. Allibert, Vicar General
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The date March 1848 is missing27.

So this small Congregation would not perish, how

could that be? The Vicar of Christ had extended his

hand to her. He blessed it with the approval of the Con-
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wards the end of page 66 it changes again and seems to be a dif-

ferent hand. From then on the writing is not always the same,

perhaps it was the same person who was copying, but in different

circumstances and at different times or on account of a change

of pen or ink etc. or even because different religious with similar

handwriting had continued. Would the author have changed?  It

would not seem so, according to the style and the text. Our opin-

ion is that M. St Bruno wrote a rough version and then copied it

herself into the exercise book. She left the work unfinished as

she was sent to India. For the same reason, she had been unable

to copy it from the draft and others did so either before or after

her departure.  The text remained as M. St Bruno had left it. The

desire to continue the history endured, but it was then proposed

to write a more significant book based on what contemporaries

could produce and the Memorial remained unfinished.  “The His-

tory of the Congregation of the Religious of Jesus and Mary ac-

cording to the Witness of Contemporaries” was written at the end

of the 19th century. The first part was published in 1896. As for

the second part, it was completed, but remained in manuscript

and was not published until 1991, in an edition that comprises

both parts.  The authors of the above History, M. St Aloysius

Hugon and M. St Joachim Creuzet had great respect for the Me-

morial and other ancient documents, especially the first biogra-

phy of the Foundress (called in the Positio “Diverse Biographies”

and “Brief Memory”. C.f pp. 499-507). They enriched the book

with extracts taken from books and other authors who spoke of

the history or the geography of Lyon and other places, as well as

from other sources, letters, announcements, the witness of con-

temporaries, they added their own commentaries also.



stitutions. He told it to increase and multiply for the

glory of our heavenly Father. Could men now possibly

wipe her out? Oh no! Rejoice then, good Mother, your

sufferings will not be in vain. See, the day will be

brighter, the storm is beginning to wane and soon you

will see your establishment produce new growth and

spread to other places. Take courage for the future in

seeing the fatherly hand of Divine providence now

placed upon you.

For the first few days following the return of Our

Mothers from Le Puy, they stayed in the chaplaincy

with several Sisters who had not left Lyon, but the

house was too small for them and they had to think of

finding somewhere else to stay. Jesus intervened so that

they would not have to make the sacrifice of leaving

Fourvière. The Sisters of St. Joseph, de l’ oeuvre des

jeunes économes, had the key of the priests’ residence,

which was not far from the house and which had been

empty for several years except that the Sisters did their

washing there. They offered the key to Our Reverend

Mother, assuring her that her daughters could live there

until it was safe to return to our house. This offer was

accepted with great pleasure and, by the middle of

March, they began to go there to sleep. Fr. Pousset

came to live there and every morning we had Holy

Mass in the former priests’ chapel before going to

spend the day at the Mother House; we had our meals

at the Providence and, in the evening, the small flock
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dispersed to take their meal well away from the fold,

because the “voraces returned quite frequently during

the night at that time; the fear that the workrooms

would be restored brought them up so that they could

to assure themselves that they were not. There were

alerts during the day also. A work-site had been estab-

lished in the garden of the Sara, in order to provide

work for vagrant workers. They went there every day

carrying red flags and spent the day shouting and

singing without doing very much. When their fancy

took them they threw stones at statues in the garden:

they thus knocked down the statues of St. Philomena

and the Guardian Angel; besides which, on one occa-

sion, those of our Sisters who were working in the gar-

den had to stop and to return to the house, to avoid the

stones that the workers were throwing at them.

On March 18th28 we lost Mother St. Francis who

died at Le Tour and then, shortly afterwards the house

of the Providence was commandeered by the army to

become the base of the Mobile Guard, which had been

organised to enrol all the young workers who, being

unemployed were, as a consequence, carried away by

a spirit of disorderly independence. We had only two

or three days to remove the beds, tables and furniture

not included in the lease of the building. Therefore we
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installed ourselves entirely in the priests’ residence and

some of our pupils from Lyon came to resume their

classes.

On the Wednesday of Holy Week, 11th April, the

Mobile Guard took possession of the Providence and

we were obliged to look for a place to stay in Lyon it-

self, because the elections for the representatives of the

people had been fixed for Easter. A strike was feared

and if the Reds got the upper hand, pillage would be

permitted to the workers. It was not prudent to stay in

an area that was almost deserted, exposed, if it came to

that extreme, to the gun-fire from the surrounding forts.

The parents of our children came again to take them

home. Alone it was easier to find lodgings. Providence

intervened once again. A large number of wealthy fam-

ilies left Lyon at that time, to avoid being exposed to

the misfortune that was rightly feared. One of these was

a pious lady known to Fr. Coindre and she, at his re-

quest, willingly agreed to lend us her home during her

absence. It was there that we went on the evening of

Good Friday, Our Reverend Mother, Mother Assistant

and eight of her daughters. On Easter Sunday we heard

Mass in St. John’s Church at 5 am and then did not

move for the rest of the day. As by order of the police

all the shops were closed, our commission Sister was

unable to buy enough bread for the little community -

some went without. So a pot of boiled potatoes served

as a feast for our hermits who ate happily. We spent
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about five weeks there, by which time fears were al-

layed and we were able to return to live in the resi-

dence, where, in the course of the summer, twelve

boarders came to join us. These children were charming

and they never mocked or smiled disdainfully at our

colourful and sometimes bizarre clothes. On Thursdays

and Sundays we took them for a walk, often it was to

our empty house, where they amused themselves, but,

when evening fell we had to return to the residence and

it was thus that we spent the months of June and July.

During the bloody days of June in Paris, some fright-

ened parents came for their children, but as Lyon re-

mained calm they came back three days later. Political

affairs seeming more settled. Our Reverend Mother de-

cided that it was safe enough to return to live in our

dear house and August 12th was chosen for this cele-

bration. Oh how happy our children were to return! The

“tree yard” seemed more beautiful; how the garden

seemed more enjoyable! And how sweet it was again

to take up our places in the chapel and community

room and resume our community exercises again. Only

our clothes reminded us that there was not as much se-

curity as we would wish, but since it is more natural

for the human heart to be filled with hope than fear, we

celebrated our return in peace and joy.

Our Reverend Mother then began to gather together

her scattered flock. Several Sisters were recalled from

Le Puy, those living with their families hastened to re-
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turn and soon we found ourselves, to be very numerous.

Several boarders returned at the same time, but it was

considered prudent to accommodate them in the Novi-

tiate room, we were thus all reunited. It was the occa-

sion for each of us to admire the loving care of our

Saviour for each member of the community - not one

was without a special mark of protection, not one who

did not have a story to tell29. As it would take too long

to recount all of them, we will recount just two of the

most interesting. 

On Saturday 26th February, when it was decided

that some would go to their homes for a while, because

it was not safe to remain in Fourvière, five of our aux-

iliary Sisters set out for the village of Villefranche, with

a child from the Providence. They set out on their jour-

ney on foot and arrived, very tired in the evening, in

Villefranche where they had great difficulty in finding

the house of the aunt of one of the Sisters. While they

were in the street searching, some pious ladies who

were passing by guessed, by their appearance, that they

must be religious of Lyon, driven from their convent.

News of the trouble in that town had been brought by

numerous groups of workers who found themselves

obliged to leave Lyon and return to their own districts,

so these ladies approached our Sisters and asked them

for whom they were looking and where they were
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going. When they learned that all were strangers to

Villefranche and that they knew only one person there,

these good ladies vied with each other for the pleasure

of receiving them and, in order to satisfy these ladies,

they had to separate, two here and two there while the

Sister who had an aunt was taken to her house where

she was received with the warmest of welcomes. The

ladies took great care of the Sisters and in one family,

the mistress of the house insisted that they would ac-

cept her room and her bed. The next day, Sunday, the

ladies took them to Mass where all five were together

again. Then, after dinner, they began talking about

going on to Chavezdo. These good people would not

allow them to undertake the remaining five mile jour-

ney on foot and searched for a carriage that would take

them at least as far as Feuilletière. As the one that did

the journey from Villefranche to the latter had already

left, they found a carriage, paid for it and did not leave

the Sisters until they were safely settled. Their families

received them very warmly and they would have been

happy except for the thought of their community. Sr. St

Agatha had found, at home, her sister, a religious of the

Holy Family, whose house had been burnt and the chil-

dren obliged to leave. One day, one of our Sisters was

sad when she thought of Fourviere and said “Oh, if I

did not hope to return one day, I would die of regret”

Sr. Athanasius, the Holy Family Sister who had spent

many years in the Providence and knew several of our
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Mothers replied “Sister, take comfort, be sure that your

house will be rebuilt, because the Holy Spirit of God

dwells there. It was a trial he sends you, but believe me

when I say, not only will you return, but you will see it

prosper and extend because, as I have already assured

you, and have been able to judge for myself, it is the

spirit of God who guides your superiors - He will sus-

tain you in all your trials”. This hope consoled our Sis-

ters and gave them the courage to await the moment of

their return, for it seemed to them that this young reli-

gious could never have perceived for herself what she

had said to them; she was naturally so simple in her

manner and in her spirit, that for her such a remark was

extraordinary ; moreover there was in her tone some-

thing so positive that had so inspired her; and so our

Sisters believed the prophecy and each day saw the be-

ginning of its realisation. It was a second proof of Di-

vine Providence over our poor exiles30.

After each one had recounted the events that marked

their exile, we told them what had happened during

their absence. They could only thank our Good Father

for the care that He had taken of us, but what caused

the greatest astonishment was the story of the multipli-
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cation of bread in the two houses. This is what hap-

pened; when the workers destroyed the workrooms we

sent as many as we could of the children of the Provi-

dence home, giving each one a small trousseau and half

a loaf of bread. Nevertheless, not all could return to

their families, some were orphans and others came

from a great distance. Father Coindre placed them as

well as he could with friends of the house but, for al-

most a month, there were always twenty or more who

came to the Providence for their meals. One day, twelve

brothers of the good Father Rey came to ask for a good

stew, for they too had suffered, even more than we had,

as their establishment at Oullins had been burned

down. It is useless to estimate how much bread was

needed to provide that meal! Well! In spite of the pieces

of bread given to the children, in spite of meals for the

community which numbered 20 - 25 religious and

about 20 children, in spite of the portions of bread dis-

tributed and the stew offered to the 12 brothers, the sup-

ply of bread in the Mother House and the Providence,

which on the 25th of February sufficed for only a few

days, lasted for over six weeks without being replen-

ished. This bread, which we ate also in the residence

during the month of April, was neither mouldy nor hard

and no one thought that it was of poorer quality for

being so old. This seemed extraordinary - and really

was. Our baker, who was himself astonished that we

did not go to buy bread from him, came to see what had
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happened, saying to one of the Sisters “Why don’t you

come to buy bread anymore?”.” Is it because you have

no more money? But come all the same and I will give

you some”. Who will not admire, in this the hand of

Him who said, “Consider the birds of the fields: they

neither sow nor reap, but your heavenly father feeds

them; how much more will He take care of you, His

children?” After having thanked God for these mirac-

ulous events, those of us who had arrived recently

heard the great good news of the Approbation of the

Constitutions and how providentially it had reached

Our Reverend Mother. They foresaw, as we had, that

God had special designs on the house and that we

would soon see the number of establishments increase.

These forecasts are realised every day for, since 1848,

not a year has passed without a new foundation being

made. Firstly, that same year saw the beginning of one

that is not without importance because it has already

been the source of several vocations and promises

many more. This is the house of Rodez - and this is how

it was founded.
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1848-1849 Foundation in Rodez.

Development of the mission in India

One of our Sisters, like many others, had been

obliged to spend some time with her family. Several

priests of Rodez and a large number of well-to-do fam-

ilies told her of their wish to have a boarding school in

their town, which would be directed by the religious of

the Congregation. Madame St Michael, the name of our

Sister, wrote to our Reverend Mother about this but she,

at first gave it little attention. But as the letters became

more insistent, and seemed to augur success, our Rev-

erend Mother decided to go to Rodez. On the 11th Sep-

tember 1848 Mother Assistant and another Sister left

Lyon, going first to the county town of Aveyron on the

14th; their first concern being to present themselves at

the Bishop’s House where they found only a vicar gen-

eral, for the Bishop and nearly all his monsignors were

on holiday in a country house, quite far from Rodez.

The priest at the cathedral welcomed them favourably

and encouraged their project, but did not hide from

them that they would probably meet with some oppo-

sition from His Excellency, unless they had a powerful

recommendation, such as one from his Eminence the

Cardinal Archbishop of Lyon, to support their request.

As Mother Assistant was confident that, in case of

need, such a recommendation would be obtained easily,

she went ahead and busied herself with the search for
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a suitable place. This was rather difficult also, as rents

were high in Rodez and, moreover, no suitable house

seemed available, but the good God, who wanted us in

this diocese, removed Himself all the obstacles that

seemed to appear at every step. An elderly gentleman,

a councillor of the Prefecture and with an excellent rep-

utation throughout the department, owned a very suit-

able house situated on the promenades. The house was

very big, well-built and isolated. The garden, designed

in the English style and full of very rare flowers, was a

place where his friends liked to walk. The sight of this

aroused the hopes of the Sisters, but it was difficult to

broach the question. Meanwhile they commended

themselves to Our Lady and risked approaching a

friend of the owner.

This friend, who is a Titular Canon of Rodez was

not at all surprised at this proposal and gave the im-

pression that the owner would agree easily. Indeed, to

the great surprise of the whole town, this gentleman

agreed to let us rent, at first a part of the house, with

the use of the garden and then, the following year, there

would be a new arrangement by which, after a lease for

5 years, he would agree to the definitive sale of the

property. It was already a great advantage to have found

this beautiful place, but the essential step had not yet

been taken, as the Bishop had not yet been officially

notified, even though our Reverend Mother had written
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from Lyon and Mother Assistant from Rodez. There

was no reply and so there was an urgent need for them

to visit him before going any further. Mother Assistant

and her companion went to meet him at his country

house at Vabres, The Bishop gave them a cool recep-

tion, refusing the establishment of a boarding school

which, he said, was not needed in the Episcopal town,

but he added that if M. de Bonald gives me the

favourable report of your establishment that I have the

right to demand, you may open your classes in Rodez.

He probably wrote to his Eminence, who was at the

time at Vernaison.

One fine day Our Reverend Mother received a letter

from the Cardinal in which he reproached her for hav-

ing taken this step in Rodez without having previously

informed the Bishop; at the same time he ordered our

Reverend Mother to recall our Sisters immediately.

What were we to do? The house was rented for a year,

prospectuses had been sent out, a dozen pupils had

been enrolled and the classes started. Our Reverend

Mother went to Vernaison with Mother St. Alphonsus,

in order to explain the situation to his Eminence. When

the Cardinal learned of the favourable attitudes towards

us in Rodez and that a good number of families were

anxious to confide their children to our Sisters, he al-

lowed them to remain there until further orders. Our

Reverend Mother begged him to write to the Bishop of
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Rodez in our favour and it seems that the recommen-

dation of this worthy prelate made a good impression

on Mgr. Crozier, for, on his return to the Episcopal

town he was pleased to visit31 (the newly organised

Convent, as Our Reverend Mother had already sent

four religious, Mother St. Xavier, Mother St. James,

Mother St. Cyril and Mother St Borromeo, together

with two auxiliary Sisters, Sisters St. Anne and St

Stephen, who then formed the staff of the house and

which soon had to be augmented. His Lordship, in the

course of this first visit, made very kind remarks …) to

our Sisters every sign of interest as befits the best of

pastors; he assured them that they could count on his

benevolent support and from then on the establishment

never lacked his protection. On several occasions this

was demonstrated in a most flattering manner32. (To

make up for a misunderstanding that had happened one

Sunday and which had obliged them to go out to Mass

during the absence of His Eminence, he allowed our

Chaplain the privilege of saying two Masses every Sun-

day in our house).

So this boarding school, thus begun, continues to

prosper and those of our Sisters who worked there, for
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the glory of God, received much consolation from their

pupils33 (who took such interest in the lessons of their

teachers but also in the practice of Christian virtue.

Such was their fervour that from the first years of the

foundation several entered the Novitiate of Jesus and

Mary, whence they were followed by many compan-

ions and even other girls from the town. In this way

God blessed the efforts of our Sisters who dedicated

themselves with an unflagging zeal which earned them

the approval of all who were devoted to the spread of

the Kingdom of God). 

While this new foundation was developing, we had

the joy of resuming our religious dress which the mis-

eries of our time had forced us to abandon during the

nine months that had passed since the declaration of the

Republic. So, dressed once more in the holy habit, the

recent past seemed like a nightmare which had made a

bad impression but which had no reality. This illusion

did not last long; for one had only to look at the build-

ing of the Providence to recall the past, for the new in-

habitants, former “voraces”, vultures, empty bellied

and other pretty names that the ruffians had taken, con-

trasted too vividly with our peaceful orphans who had

lived there before them.
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At the end of the year, the military authorities re-

placed the trouble-makers with the 17th Infantry Reg-

iment. These, better disciplined, did much less damage.

They entertained us sometimes with lovely military

music in honour of Our Lady. They were often heard

singing hymns in choir, for Father Nègre had managed

to enter the building and enrol a good number of the

soldiers in his Military Brotherhood. These were our

neighbours until 1850 when the regiment was re-de-

ployed outside Lyon. No one came to replace them and

our house was closed and placed under the protection

of St. Joseph, to be used for the greater glory of God.

When I said that the news of the Approbation of the

Congregation reached us at a time when all seem to be

lost, and had come to restore the courage of our good

Mothers on their return from Le Puy and was, as it

were, a guarantee of the development and extension of

this work, I did not overstate things because ever since

then, not a year has passed without making a new foun-

dation. We have described the foundation of Rodez in

1848 and now 1849 brought us its own. Mother

Therese wrote to our Reverend Mother from India say-

ing that Sardhana, a fairly large town, was asking for a

boarding school and Providence to be directed by her

daughters. There was a lot of good to be done there as

everywhere in India. Our Mothers agreed and Mother

St. Gonzaga, the Superior of Mussorie, in the moun-
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tains of the Himalaya, left this establishment, which

was developing well, in order to establish that of Sard-

hana.
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1850. Foundation in Spain

The year 1850 came and the good God opened an-

other province to the zeal of the Congregation. It was

Spain; beautiful, Catholic Spain, a land of blue skies,

abundant vegetation and enthusiastic and religious in-

habitants. In order to understand the history of this

foundation we must go back a little. In 1838, three

young Spanish ladies of a distinguished family, Vion-

net, supporters of the party of Don Carlos, were placed

in the boarding school at Le Puy. Their father died in

Spain during the political upheaval that had devastated

their kingdom and their brothers took them into exile.

When they had finished their education two of these

young ladies entered the Novitiate, but the third, much

younger, went to join her brothers in the French “Midi”.

In 1846 the latter, two of whom were priests, obtained

permission to return to Spain. In 1849 the youngest sis-

ter asked for and obtained, the permission to come to

Fourvière and begin her Novitiate. The sight of their

native land and love of their fatherland made the broth-

ers Vionnet regret that their sisters were not able to

enjoy with them the beneficial influence of the climate

on their health. They began to look for a way by which

we could be established in Spain and they succeeded

with their project.

St. André de Palomar, a small town of 15,000 in-
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habitants only a mile from Barcelona, but where the air

was healthier than that of that big city, lacked an estab-

lishment suitable for the education of the young. The

brothers Vionnet entered into discussions with the Mu-

nicipal Council and the committee of Public Education

who received their request favourably. A suitable house

was offered free of charge and the town even promised

to give a certain sum of money if the Congregation

would open a free school for poor children who would

present themselves. These conditions were accepted by

the Council and preparations began for the new foun-

dation. The two Sisters of the brothers Vionnet were

among the group, the youngest remained in the Novi-

tiate. The journey of our Sisters, led by M. St. Pothin,

was made without incident but on arrival in Barcelona,

they began to experience the trials that are necessary

for the success of any foundation34. (A new Bishop had

just arrived in Barcelona. All the priests were afraid of

him and nobody was willing to speak to him about a

foundation to be made by French religious. His Excel-

lency had sent away some religious who had been es-

tablished in his diocese, because of some difficulty).

After waiting for a month, M. Vionnet took the matter

in hand. He spoke to the Bishop and His Lordship,who,

in view of what he had just done, initially made some
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objections but, having heard M. Vionnet’s explanation,

he consented and asked to see the Religious. They were

presented to him as well as the Rule. He received them

rather coldly, but at the second interview he was very

paternal and in a short speech told them that he was

sending them to that mission, that the area was neg-

lected and that there was much to do there).

The new Bishop of Barcelona to whom M. Vionnet

presented our Sisters, had many difficulties in autho-

rising them to come to his diocese; nevertheless at the

repeated requests of this worthy priest, he agreed to

allow them to start in St. André where he thought that

all the paths had been smoothed, but it was still only

the beginning of the journey35.

We settled down in St André in poverty. The house

had walls and a roof, but not one piece of furniture;

books and linen were placed on the floor. The Sisters

slept on thin mattresses on folding beds, with only a

cotton blanket and a wooden pillow on which to lay

their heads. Nevertheless this poverty did not lessen

their zeal. They were impatient to begin their work and

above all to go to Mass, because not wanting to leave
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the house in order to go to the parish they had to endure

this privation. The third day (the 1st Sunday) when

nearly everything was properly organised, M. Vionnet

blessed an interior room which would serve as a chapel

and our Sisters heard Mass. However this joy was of

short duration, for soon an order came from the Bishop

that we should close the chapel and attend the services

at the Parish. This trial was harsh and meant that it

would be impossible for our Sisters to remain in Spain,

because according to our Constitutions, we could not

make a foundation without being authorised to have a

chapel. What should we do in such an unfortunate sit-

uation? Pray and act; that is what our Sisters did. They

prayed and recommended this affair to St. Joseph and

then they acted. An Apostolic Nuncio resided in

Madrid. They asked him to authorise us to have Mass

in the house for six months, during which time they

would appeal to the Holy See for a permanent permis-

sion. The Nuncio replied that he gave them the permis-

sion, but that they could not have the Blessed

Sacrament reserved and that they must go to the Parish

on the principal feasts.

Our Sisters had notified Our Reverend Mother of

these annoyances, annoyances aroused by the enemy

of all that is good and Our Reverend Mother started

proceedings in Lyon to obtain more generous powers

from the Holy See. Finally after more than 6 months
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we received the permission so long desired. The Holy

Father authorised the house in Spain to have a chapel,

to reserve the Blessed Sacrament and to have all the

services of the church, but the chapel had to be open to

the public. The Council deliberated at length whether

to use this permission or to withdraw the Sisters. They

decided for the latter.

At the moment when the house was developing

well, thanks to the brilliant success of the pupils in the

public examinations and where everything encouraged

one to hope for the greatest success, Mother St. Pothin

received the order to close the classes and to bring her

flock back to Lyon. This good Mother would have has-

tened to obey immediately, had she not considered it

her duty to give an account to the Council of what had

taken place; the success of the children, the prodigious

increase in their numbers (there were already more than

eighty), the congratulations and signs of satisfaction of

the Municipal Council and the Committee of Public In-

struction; the good which had begun among young peo-

ple, previously addicted to luxury and the pleasures of

the world; lastly Mother St. Pothin added that the

owner of a small house at the end of the garden, had

agreed to let them rent it for use as a small chapel.

Such representations had the success that was hoped

for. The Council decided that they could continue.

Great was the joy of the Sisters; the number of students
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continued to increase; they received day-boarders,

pupils from the wealthy families and a large number of

poor day scholars. By the end of the year they num-

bered more than 100 and the number of teachers was

insufficient, they were overworked. Mother St Pothin

asked for help and Our Reverend Mother sent Mother

Gertrude, while she was still a novice and two other

Sisters; then some time later, Our Reverend Mother

herself decided to go to Spain. She was very happy to

see the circumstances of our dear Sisters and suggested

herself that the profession ceremony of Mother St.

Gertrude should be in St. André. She left Lyon on Sat-

urday 11 October 1851 and the following Wednesday,

Feast of St. Teresa, our Sisters received her at St. André

with the greatest joy. Our Reverend Mother was very

pleased with the new house and her health, which for

some time had been poor, benefitted from the good cli-

mate in Spain.

Meanwhile M. Vionnet, hearing of the arrival of Our

Reverend Mother, hastened to offer his respects and

thanked her for sending the three Sisters. They chose

the 27th December as the date for the profession of

Mother St. Gertrude and the happy brother performed

the ceremony himself. The Mayor of St André, who had

been invited, brought the town musician to add more

distinction to the celebration. The part of the chapel that

had been set aside for outsiders was filled very early.
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People were curious to assist at a religious ceremony

that they had not previously known in St. André and

which was even more moving because on this occasion

they saw a brother, the eldest of a large family, offer

the youngest of his Sisters to the Good God and thus

consummate the holocaust that he had himself begun,

for of the seven children that Mr Vionnet, senior, had

received from God, the four brothers had become

priests or religious and the three girls were doubly sis-

ters, because they consecrated themselves to Jesus and

Mary in the same congregation. The youngest was, at

this very moment the centre of this moving ceremony

that had attracted such a crowd. When, during the ser-

mon that is usual on such occasions, Mr Vionnet told

the story of his family and congratulated his sister for

the part she had chosen in the Father’s vineyard, ex-

pressing his joy at offering her himself to the Lord,

every eye was filled with tears and every heart moved.

He spoke of the memory of his mother and father, of

the persecutions and exile that they had suffered during

many long years and at last of their reunion in their fa-

therland, all these circumstances gave his discourse an

unusual charm and never, said our Reverend Mother,

had we been so moved. Our pupils and their parents

were delighted with this interesting ceremony and they

retained the memory for a long time. One pupil36 above

all, the daughter of the doctor of the house had been so
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impressed that, from that moment she decided to give

herself to God and six months later, Mother St Sebast-

ian took her with her to Fourvière where this young

woman entered the Novitiate.
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1851-52. Foundation in Bombay.

Foundation in Cayrol

We have seen three successive foundations after the

declaration of the Republic. A fourth will mark the year

185137, that of Bombay38. For many years Bombay

longed for a religious foundation for the education of
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young girls. It was the only town in Indoustan that

lacked such provision. Two respectable English wid-

ows, animated by an ardent zeal, dedicated themselves

to this work and began a Catholic school. But soon the

work became too much for them and Mgr. Hartman,

the Bishop of Patna, who had been sent by the Holy

See to restore order among the Catholics who had been

divided by the unfortunate schism of Goa, supported

by Portugal, resolved to try to find religious who would

continue the good work begun by these ladies. This

holy prelate who had been in the mission of Agra where

he had received his Episcopal consecration and knew

of the success that God had given to our Sisters in that

mission, appealed to Mgr. Carli, successor of Mgr

Borghi the Vicar General of Agra, to obtain some reli-

gious of our Congregation who would take over the

new establishment and do in Bombay what our Sisters

were doing in Agra. Believing that they saw the will of

God in the call of this holy bishop, they acceded to his

request and four of our Sisters from Agra, Mothers St

Léon, St Thaddeus, Marie St. Francis and Marie St

Peter of Alcantara were entrusted with this new mis-

sion39 and left for Bombay. Their establishment grew

so rapidly that by the end of the first year, Mother St

Leon announced that it was no longer possible for her

to accept the large number of new children who pre-
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sented themselves, because Mgr. Hartmann had forbid-

den them to do so until they received reinforcements.

The good prelate feared they would collapse under the

burden. Mother St Thérèse had no one free in Agra, so

she urged Mother St Leon to appeal directly to out Rev-

erend Mother. The good God continued to bless the

Congregation. He saw with pleasure the good being

done in France, Spain and India. The Novitiate received

more recruits so that our Reverend Mother was able to

come to the help of her dear daughters in Bombay,

sending four new Sisters July 1852. Mgr. Hartmann

wrote her a touching letter of thanks.

In the course of the same year40 another opportunity

arose to spread the knowledge and love of Jesus and

Mary among the poor. The mother of one of the board-

ers at Rodez, a pious widow, having permitted her

daughter to enter the Novitiate, decided to realise a

project about which she had been thinking for a long

time, this was to set up a useful foundation in her

parish. She had resolved to donate the money needed

to set up a school for the poor girls of Cayrol, but was

undecided as to the choice of community from which

she would ask for religious. The Parish Priest very

much wanted to see us established there. He came to
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40 She is speaking of the year 1851, the year of the foundation of

the house of Bombay in India, when referring to the foundations

of recent years.



Rodez to participate in the priests’ retreat and took the

opportunity to express his wishes to our Sisters in that

town41, who, with the consent of Our Reverend Mother

and the General Chapter, undertook to start the good

work. Three of our Sisters were sent to Cayrol and they

considered themselves happy to be able to devote them-

selves to the instruction of poor girls from the town and

the surrounding country. As soon as they arrived at their

destination and were installed in the poor little house

that had been prepared for them, they welcomed them

happily and committed themselves with great zeal

(The last sentence remains unfinished).
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41 From here onwards and written on the same page, the writing is

that of M. St Therese Motte. This seems to be a later addition in

order to give an account of the foundation. The account is inter-

rupted. It seems to be the intended end of the Memorial. As we

said already, it is probable that there was a project to publish a

more complete History of the Congregation.
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